
Parish (Town) Meeting 
Minutes of a meeting held on 3 July 2019 at Caldew Hall, Silloth 

 

Present:– Cllr. M. Orchard (MO). 
 

Councillors 

C. Bell (CB), J. Cook (JC), S. Graham (SG), M. Irving (MI), W. Jefferson (WJ),  
A.J. Markley (AJM), O. Martin (OM), J. McCormick (JM) & J. Snaith (JS). 

Also present: Wendy Jameson – Town Clerk, Lindsay Tomlinson (Allerdale Borough Council)  
and approx. 110 members of the public. 

 

1. The names of local electors present were checked against a copy of the electoral register and each 
local elector was given a voting slip. There was a good turnout at the meeting, with over 120 
people attending. Cllr. M. Orchard welcomed everyone to the meeting which had been called by 6 
local electors.  Anyone can speak but they must provide their name and address. 

 

2. Apologies 
Cllrs. A.J. Markley, W. Jefferson & G. Wilkinson. 

 

3. Why did Cllrs. not vote for Karen Groucott 
The local elections of May 2nd, 2019 were very strongly contested, with 21 applicants for 12 seats 
on the Town Council. When the counting of the votes was complete, the returning officer for 
Allerdale made an error by announcing that Peter Groucott was elected with 189 votes, rather 
than his wife Karen who received 320 votes. There were three options available to rectify the 
issue. 1. A formal petition, would have given Karen her seat, 2. Do not accept the seat and then 
Karen would have been co-opted, or 3. Accept the seat as his own. On 13th May 2019 Peter 
Groucott signed a declaration of acceptance of Office. Peter then went on to make 2 votes, for the 
Chairperson and Deputy Chair. He then handed in a letter of resignation and left the meeting.  
His seat then became vacant and available for any local elector to put their name forward. The co-
option took place on the 10th June 2019, with 3 candidates having put their name forward – Karen 
Groucott, Paul Donald & Ian Ward. A vote was held to decide whether to have a closed or open 
vote for the co-option, it was decided by a show of hands that a closed vote would take place, 
however certain members of the Town Council showed Karen who they had voted for. A decision 
was made to co-opt Paul Donald onto the Council, who provided details of what he’d done in the 
past to support his application. The Town Council and its members have received a lot of criticism 
of the decision, both on social media and in person which at times have been quite aggressive.   
 
Local electors had the opportunity to ask questions and provide their opinions, with the following 
points raised:- 
The mistake was by Allerdale Borough Council and it should have been Allerdale who corrected it. 
It would need to go through the High Court and should not have been down to the Town Council 
to rectify it. Electoral law had to be followed and the three options were provided.  
No-one had contacted Mr Groucott directly and it had not been explained fully. If the options had 
been explained he would have stood down. He voted for the Mayor and Deputy on behalf of his 
wife. It was questioned whether this is the first time that a mistake has been made and why the 
error wasn’t put right at source. It should have gone through the court. The Returning Officer is 
not able to start a petition – it is up to the person affected. It was suggested that the only way to 
rectify it would be for the Council to co-opt Karen Groucott, by Paul Donald not taking up his seat. 
There was a lot of strong feeling from those present that Karen should have got the seat on the 
Council, but procedures must be followed. Karen and Peter should have been given more 
guidance on what their options were. After a casual vacancy arose, 10 people can request an 
election but Karen was not informed about that. It was suggested that another election should 
take place and let the people of the town decide. It was suggested that it was morally wrong not 

 



to co-opt Karen on to the Council. The Council could have drawn a line under their differences. 
There should be no politics involved in local councils. There are several Rotary members on the 
Council and a lot had put their names forward for the election. What had upset members of the 
Council was that Peter took his seat and then voted for a Rotarian to be Chair and Deputy. Karen 
should be shown how to petition for her seat and for the mistake to be rectified. It was stated that 
Rotary is not a political organisation but there are members of the club who are political and are 
on Councils. Councillors can vote however they so wish. Three councillors walked out of the 
Council meeting but should have stayed.    

4. It was questioned whether Paul Donald is a proper person to take office 
It was suggested that this is an impertinent question and it is not right for him to be ridiculed, as 
he has a family. It was suggested that Paul be asked not to take up his seat which would be the 
honourable thing to do.  

 

5. Parish Poll 
It was suggested that there be a Parish Poll to express a vote of no confidence in the Town 
Council. It would not be legally binding on the Town Council and would cost between £1,500 to 
£2,000. At least 10 people would need to request a Parish Poll and the question would need to be 
decided at the meeting tonight which would need to have a yes or no answer. It would need the 
majority of those present to agree the question. A poll would be advisory only and would need to 
be something the Parish can implement. A Poll would need to be held within 14 days of the Parish 
Meeting which could be as soon as 7 August. The cost would have to be covered by the Town 
Council and therefore the town. Poll hours would be 4pm to 9pm, with no postal votes.  
It was suggested the only way for Karen to get on to the Council would be for Paul not to take his 
seat. It was questioned whether Allerdale should pay for the poll. Lindsay said she would ask the 
question. 
Councillors are entitled to vote however they want. The issue is that Karen was not voted on to 
the Council – not that Paul was co-opted. The mistake was due to human error but the decision on 
who to co-opt was made by five individual councillors. It was suggested that a no confidence vote 
in the Town Council would be a waste of time and a poll wouldn’t change anything. Need to move 
on.  

 

 
 
 
Signed………………………………………....................…............          Date...................………..........……………………. 
 


