
Silloth-on-Solway Town Council 
Minutes of a meeting of the Parks Committee  

Held on Friday 20 May 2022 at 2.30pm on Silloth Green 
 

Present :  Cllrs. W. Jefferson (WJ), J. Cook (JC), C. Doran (CD) M. Orchard (MO) & G. Wilkinson (GW).  
Also present: Wendy Jameson – Town Clerk (WEJ), Emanuel Flecken & Judith Scott, 

 

298. Appoint a Chairman 
Cllr. J. Cook was proposed by Cllr. Doran. 
Cllr. W. Jefferson was proposed by Cllr. Orchard and seconded by Cllr. Wilkinson.  
RESOLVED that Cllr. W. Jefferson be appointed as Chairman of the Parks Committee.  

 

299. Apologies 
Cllr. M. Irving. 

 

300. Declarations of Interest 
None. 

 

301. Adjournment of Meeting 
There had been no prior requests from members of the public to speak at the meeting. 

 

302. Minutes  
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 7 September 2021 be confirmed as a true 
record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

303. Condition of the Green 
Following complaints received about the condition of the Green, a Parks Committee meeting has been 
called to look at the issues. Emanuel Flecken (Green Flag Judge and Open Spaces Manager at Copeland 
Borough Council) was invited to attend the meeting to provide some advice. Dave Hart (Park 
Supervisor) provided a summary of the work carried out on the Green over the last few months to try 
to remedy the issues. February – vertidrained. March – scarified everywhere with 6m scarifier and 
then used the slitter on the quadraplay unit. End of March – bare patches were reseeded and rolled 
but seeds were destroyed due to the cold. It was then vertidrained and slitted again in May. Fertiliser 
was applied at the end of last year – details of the fertiliser to be sent to Emanuel. There was a frost 
at the start of May, and we don’t have the machinery to bury the seeds. The area where the circus 
was sited has not grown back and some areas are still brown, with some areas down to sand. It was 
suggested that we look at applying a high nitrogen fertiliser at a different time of year. In November 
it is likely to wash through the soil with it being very sandy. Look at applying a higher nitro fertiliser in 
the Spring. Compaction could also be an issue.  Some of the patches are starting to grow back. The 
length of the grass and number of times it was being cut was questioned. It is cut to a height of 40 
mill which is acceptable and the number of times it is being cut is not an issue. Grass cuttings are not 
collected which adds nutrients back into the soil. It was questioned if top dressing the bald areas 
would be beneficial as it would add soil back to the surface. Emanuel suggested that soil samples be 
taken to get the soil analysed and work out a program of action. The Green has legendary powers of 
recovery despite years of use.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 

304. Memorial Tree 
An enquiry has been received into the possibility of planting a memorial tree on Silloth Green. The 
Town Council are running out of places for memorial seats, and it was suggested that the area down 
at the viewing platform could be created as a specific area for a memorial garden or tributes in the 
form of trees. It was also suggested that a memorial wall could be created with plaques or plaques 
added to benches along the Promenade. We would need to be mindful of the weather and wind on 
the seafront when considering any planting. The policy at Copeland includes a 10-year period in 
relation to memorial benches. The Town Council now uses recycled products which are low 

 



maintenance and longer lasting. Any memorials tend to be respected and not damaged. Further 
consideration to be given to a specific area being  

 Cllr. Mark Orchard and Dave Hart left the meeting.  

305. Condition of the Green 
The condition of a bare patch opposite Christ Church was looked at and discussed. It has nothing to 
do with how short the grass is being cut but it would appear the roots of the grass are dying. What 
has been done with the slitting is good as it will encourage the roots to go deeper. It was suggested 
that we look at using a hard-wearing rye grass when we next do any reseeding. Spring and Autumn 
are the best time for reseeding. It suggested that we get the soil analysed by experts who will provide 
a regime and help us to prepare for work to be carried out later in the season. Events do have an 
impact on the surface of the Green but there are a lot of other factors too. It looks as though the grass 
may have a fungal infection which needs to be investigated. Contact details for Agrovista to be 
provided who carry out soil sampling. Town Clerk will get in touch with them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 

306.  Avenue 
The Avenue has been discussed during previous Green Flag visits and is a 100-year avenue consisting 
of mixture of shrubs, including rhododendrons and holly trees which have become overgrown. We 
are not getting the best out of individual trees and now need to look at the replacement of certain 
areas.  The left side should be retained as protection until the right side is established. Look to start 
renewing the right-hand side, a section at a time. There are a lot of Ponticum rhododendrons which 
have probably been grafted on but over the years have not been pruned properly. Start by marking 
and taking the purple rhododendrons out and replacing them with different varieties of 
rhododendrons in their place. There needs to be a long-term plan and need to be brave. Take photos 
now, get an artist impression of how it could look at a lower height and start replacing.  We would 
need to avoid the bird nesting season between April and the end of July. The avenue needs to be more 
manageable. When pruned, organic matter and mulching should be added, to add goodness back into 
the soil. It was suggested that one section be done at a time over a period of 3-5 years which will be 
expensive. National lottery heritage funding may be an option. The project can be incorporated into 
the Town Plan. The avenue was probably planned as a colourful avenue but has been taken over by 
Ponticum. 

 

307. Story telling Chair 
After some discussion, it was RESOLVED that the following recommendation be put to the full Council 
- that the story telling chair be moved back to its original location at the front of the Community 
Garden but rotated 180 degrees, with the backdrop of the Green which will be reviewed again in six 
months. 

 

308. Emanuel Flecken was thanked for attending the meeting and providing his input.  The Parks 
Committee will take on board what has been said. 

 

 

 
 
Signed……………………………………………………………………………………. Date…………………………….…………………………. 


