
Silloth-on-Solway Town Council 
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday 7 March 2022 at 7.00pm at St Andrew’s Hall 

 

Present – Cllr. M. Orchard (MO) 
 

Councillors 
G. Betsworth (GB), J. Cook (JC), C. Doran (CD), A. Emmerson (AE), V. Hope (VH), M. Irving (MI),  

W. Jefferson (WJ), A.J. Markley (AJM), J. Snaith (JS), G. Wilkinson (GW) & L. Winter (LW).  
 

Also present: Wendy Jameson – Town Clerk (WEJ),  
Mollie Scott & Bethany Whittaker from Solway Community School. 

 

168. Minutes Silence 
There was a minutes’ silence at the start of the meeting for the local community during the current 
pandemic and for those further afield. 

 

169. Apologies  
None. 

 

170. Declarations of Interest  
None. 

 

171. Exclusion of Press & Public  
It was agreed that the Press and Public be excluded for items 23 & 24 on the agenda. 

 

172. Chairman’s Announcements  

The Chairman has had a busy month workwise and council wise with various meetings. He welcomed 
representatives from Solway Community School who are involved with the Student Voice at the school. 

 
 

173. Minutes 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings held on the 7 and 28 February 2022 be confirmed as a 

true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

174. Public Participation  
There had been one request from a member of the public to speak at the meeting, but she was not 
present and it was agreed to take public participation later in the meeting when she arrives. 

 

175. Schedule of Correspondence, notices, and publications  
a) Allerdale Borough Council – Crunch Service – Following an enquiry by a local resident about the 

crunch service, reply received to say the service will not be resuming, with information on why the 
decision has been made. There appears to be more fly tipping at the recycling centre, and it is 
important that any issues are reported to Allerdale. 

b) Well Pharmacy – Letter providing an update regarding on going issues at Well Silloth. There seems 
to be a problem nationally in recruiting pharmacists. Cllr. Doran recently spoke with our local 
pharmacist and there is a 2-hour window after the pharmacist has left when the shop can sell 
medicinal items and give out medication that has already been dispensed. 

c) Silloth Group Medical Practice – re: Appointments. Information is available on the website, 
Facebook, and telephone message. Contact will continue by telephone in the first instance and an 
appointment arranged if clinically necessary. Wearing of face masks and using hand sanitiser is to 
continue in healthcare settings. Receptionists are the first point of contact for patients who then 
decide who the patient needs to see.  

d) Various emails received from residents regarding the proposed overnight campervan parking on 
the seafront. Replies to be sent. See Min. 180 below. 

e) Letter from a local resident of Lawn Terrace concerned about a tree opposite their property. See 
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       Item f) below. 
f) Letter from a local resident of Lawn Terrace concerned about a tree opposite their property. It was 

RESOLVED that arrangements be made for another survey to be carried out on the trees on Lawn 
Terrace before a decision is made by the Council. 
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176.  Planning Applications 
Allerdale Borough Council has granted planning permission for the following: 
Applicant: Mr Mark Shipley Proposal: Proposed porch and front extension Location: 184 Skinburness 
Road, Silloth, Cumbria 

 

177. Committees 
a) Minutes of the following meetings were noted. 

Planning Committee – 7 February 2022. 
Play Equipment Committee – 17 February 2022. An update was provided. New seating, picnic 
tables & bins have been ordered. Path improvements are to be carried out before the end of March. 
Graffiti artist will be working with kids from the youth club to paint the Eden Street wall and 
volunteers from Friends of Silloth Green have offered to help with painting the wall. Guidance has 
also been sought on the type of trees/shrubs for the new picnic area. 
Planning Committee – 28 February 2022. 

b) Town Plan Committee meetings have had to be cancelled due to not being quorate. It was agreed 
to involve the full Council for the next couple of meetings. An hour to be included in the April full 
Council meeting and an extra meeting to be arranged in May.  Town Clerk to contact Lorrainne at 
ACTion for Communities in Cumbria. 
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178. Representatives on Outside Bodies 
i) Joint Advisory Body (JAC) – Next meeting is at the end of March. At the last meeting it was important 
to make sure the AONB was excluded from the GDF, and a letter was sent to the Deputy Leader at 
Allerdale. The AONB has the same level of protection as a National Park. Cllr. Jefferson attended a 
zoom meeting of the National Association of AONBs when it was discussed how to take forward the 
environmental concerns of protected AONBs. They may be looking at changing the name of AONBs to 
National Landscape. Silloth was left out of the AONB so that it didn’t restrict things in terms of planning. 
The AONB and JAC operates with volunteers, with limited paid officers. The budget is to be doubled 
but they currently work on a small budget now. ii) Silloth Tourism Action Group (STAG) – It was too 
late to get the AGM in the Buzz this month. AGM will be held at the Community Hall. iii) Sea Dyke 
Charity – No meeting. iv) Longcake Education Trust – Cllr. Wilkinson missed the meeting last month.  
v) Solway Community Technology College & Sports Hall – There is a Governors meeting on Thursday. 
vi) Friends of Silloth Green – The volunteers continue to do a good job. £3k funding from CCC has been 
used to purchase bulbs, a bench, and shrubs for the woodland area. The volunteers moved some small 
trees from the area to be utilised for the Queens canopy project and have offered to help with painting 
the wall at the play area. Volunteering sessions have been limited due to the weather. The old shed is 
to be replaced. The volunteers are doing an excellent job and the Council would like to thank them for 
what they are doing. viii) Sports Association – No meeting. ix) Silloth Coastal Community Team – No 
meeting.  

 

179. Public Participation 
A member of the public requested to speak at the meeting which was adjourned briefly to allow her 
to speak about the proposed overnight campervan parking. Various questions were raised and points 
which need to be considered by the Council when deciding on the matter.  
The idea came from a Councillor and is not a Town Council idea. It was discussed previously in 2019 
and it was decided then not to go ahead.  

 

180. Overnight motorhome parking 
The Town Council discussed the potential opportunity for the council to charge for overnight 
campervans to park on the car park on the sea front to the left of the RNLI building and behind the 

 



doctors’ surgery. Cllr. Hope had posted on a campervan group to find out if they wanted to come to 
Silloth, what they would then expect if they paid and what would they be willing to pay. Motorhome 
users tend to be self sufficient and wouldn’t necessarily need any extra facilities and could pay up to 
£20 per night. The post was then shared to Silloth Today which resulted in some misleading comments. 
The Council needs to be run as a business and make money. Charging for campervan parking could 
potentially bring in income. Scotland are setting up a lot of Aires which are small-scale campsites and 
proving to be popular. It could be set up on an honesty box basis and not policed. There is a national 
website where they can book, with a 15% commission charged. It could be set up for a 3 or 6-month 
trial basis. Landowners’ insurance would be required. Fire safety rules would also need to be followed. 
Costs would be minimal as they don’t necessarily need places to dispose of waste or access to water 
taps. The land is owned by Allerdale and would therefore need to contact them to make sure it is done 
properly. Planning permission may be necessary for a change of use. The Town Council is unable to 
enforce no overnight parking on Skinburness. There would need to be rules laid down as to what they 
can and can’t do, including times when they would be allowed to be there. Most abide by the rules. 
Only 3 camper vans would be allowed at any one time. Booking could be made via ‘pitchup.com’, would 
be paid for online and direct into Council bank account. Some places have invested in parking meters 
and there may be grants available to provide extra facilities i.e. sluice, outside tap etc. Any money 
brought in could be a big benefit to the town without it impacting on the town. The Town Council 
voted against the rugby pitch being used for overnight camping when they were approached by a 
professional company and need to be consistent. In 2019, Cllr. Markley and the Town Clerk went to 
see Charles Holmes at Allerdale about the matter and were told that a parking order would be needed, 
enforcement and Allerdale would also expect a percentage of any revenue. For a proposal like this, the 
people of Silloth would need to be consulted. Cllr. Hope wants to bring money into the town and for 
Silloth to be known nationally. Silloth Green has achieved a Green Flag for almost 10 years and needs 
to retain its integrity. The Government has allowed farmers to have campervans on their land following 
the pandemic. Cllr. Hope has put forward a idea and like all councillors is a volunteer and should not 
be attacked on social media etc. Cllrs. are voted on to represent the public. A Parking Order would be 
required for the change of use. The proposal would be contentious with local people and would need 
significant consultation, signage, and enforcement. Disposal of waste would also need to be discussed. 
There would be some that still wouldn’t use the facility. Even a trial would require a parking order etc. 
Asset transfers have been stopped until after the Local Government Reform. The Council still needs to 
look at ways of making an income and welcomes ideas from Cllrs. and the public. It was confirmed to 
the public who attended the meeting that the idea of overnight parking was not a Town council idea 
and that the Council does not own suitable land for this. RESOLVED that no action be taken at the 
current time, but it was suggested that the proposal be kept on the back burner as legislation may 
change.   

181. Borough Councillor and County Councillors’ Reports  
Allerdale Borough Council – Cllrs. Cook and Markley walked around the town with Andrew Seekings 
from Allerdale. The car parking, access and signage to West beach was discussed which is not brilliant. 
During previous discussions it was suggested that surplus funds from the cycle track were used to 
create a new car park near the Convalescent Home. Most people use the top car park at the Golf Club 
and ABP had offered some land to enable them to extend the car park. The bottom car park would 
then have been given to the Town Council. Area towards the docks looks very commercial and it was 
suggested at the time that the Council contribute towards some brown tourism signage. This can all 
be incorporated into the Town Plan.   
Allerdale & Cumbria County Council – Tourism conference took place at Energis, with Cllr. Markley 
doing his best to promote Silloth. Cumbria County Council and Allerdale have zero increases in this 
year’s budget but a 1.9% increase for social care. Local Government Reform is going ahead but the 
judicial review has finished. Elections will take place on 5 May for the shadow board. 2023 the new 
Cumberland Council will be in place and the County Council and Allerdale will cease, with a big 
reduction in the number of councillors. Potholes are a major concern. £1.2m extra Government 
funding has been received for potholes. Jet patchers have been hired in which are starting work now. 

 



Work is planned for the next financial year. A lot of work has been done to the B5300 coastal defences 
which is the main link for the West coast.   

182. Ground’s Maintenance Report 
A grounds maintenance report was provided, with details of work carried out over the last month.  

 
 

183. Town Clerk’s Report  
A report was provided by the Town Clerk in relation to work carried out over the last month and 
matters being dealt with. An article has appeared in the paper about the drop-in session at the 
Community Hall on Sat 23 April 2022, 10.30am – 11.30am.  

 

184. Payment of Accounts  
It was RESOLVED that the payments listed in the register report to 7 March 2022 be approved for 
payment. 

 

185. Requests for financial assistance 
None. 

 

186. Events to be held on Town Council property 
No further requests received. Spring into Silloth – a meeting is to be held on Tuesday 8 March at 6pm 
in the Community Hall. 

 
 

187. Causewayhead Cemetery Building 
The Town Council received an update on progress with the building at Causewayhead cemetery. A 
lease has been agreed with Allerdale Borough Council. Quotations have been requested to renovate 
the building, but it is proving to be difficult to get quotations due to the ever-increasing costs. A grant 
of £10k has been awarded by Cumbria Community Foundation from the Hellrigg Community Benefit 
Fund and other funding is also being sought.             

 

188. Outsourcing of social media 
It was suggested that the social media etc be outsourced to a third party to promote the town, events, 
and businesses. The Town Council website and social media is used for Town Council business and 
there are plenty of other established pages promoting the town. Our former Community Engagement 
Officer did some work to promote the Green and events etc following the refurbishment of the Green. 
It was suggested that Silloth Tourism Action Group would be better placed to promote the town which 
is why it was set up. Vicky to arrange for the PR company to attend the STAG AGM to explain what 
would be involved.  
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189. Street Lighting – Caldew Street 
RESOLVED that the Town Council make a formal request to Cumbria County Council to improve all the 
street lighting on Caldew Street. Email to be sent to Cumbria Highways.    
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190. Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas 
Waver Street – Work has started on resurfacing the footpaths, but some grass verges are to be 
removed to create additional parking. 
Memorial bench – A letter has been received regarding a memorial bench for Mrs Kerr which will be 
added to next month’s Agenda. 
Eden Films - Cllr. Doran will be interviewed at the end of March and asked Cllrs. to let her know if 
there’s anything to be brought up. 
Public toilets – Item to be added to the agenda next month. 
Dropped kerb – A dropped kerb is needed near the Doctors surgery.  A list has already been provided 
to the County Council.  

 
 
 



 RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was 
advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they were 
instructed to withdraw. 

 

191. Quotations 
The Council considered quotations received for the following: - 
a) Resurfacing of car park on Skinburness Road – A grant of £20k was received from Cumbria County 

Council to improve the car park on Skinburness Road and access to it. Two quotations have been 
received with prices ranging from £11,208.12 to £32,600 + VAT. RESOLVED that the quotation 
received from Tomans of £22,570.71 + VAT to cover preparation to receive 75mm thick type 1 
subbase, levelled and compacted, with 40mm top layer of AC10 Asphlay.   

b) Grounds maintenance equipment – Quotations have been obtained for a new Sisis Quadraplay 
frame with 2.4m spiker/slitter, straight brush, spring tine rake & roller attachments ranging from 
£5,900 to £7,180 + VAT. RESOLVED to accept the quotation of £5,900 from Lloyds Ltd at Carlisle. 

c) Tree works adjacent to MUGA – RESOLVED that the quotation received of £450 be accepted for 
crown raising the trees and cutting back any branches overhanging the MUGA and car park. 

d) Painting of Pagoda – It has proved difficult to obtain quotations for painting the Pagoda which has 
also been advertised on the website and Facebook page.  Further attempts to be made at getting 
a price. Some work has recently been carried out to repair damage to the woodwork in preparation 
for the painting which turned out to be more considerable than anticipated. 

 
 
 

192. Amounts owing to the Town Council 
There are no amounts outstanding. 

 

 

 
 
Signed…………………………………………………………….                                Date………………………………………… 


