
Silloth-on-Solway Town Council 
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday 6 December 2021 at 7.00pm at St Andrew’s Hall 

 

Present – Cllr. M. Orchard (MO) 
 

Councillors 
G. Betsworth (GB), J. Cook (JC), C. Doran (CD), A. Emmerson, V. Hope (VH),  

M. Irving (MI) & G. Wilkinson (GW). 
 

Also present: Wendy Jameson – Town Clerk (WEJ). 
 

088. Minutes Silence 
There was a minutes’ silence at the start of the meeting for the local community during the current 
pandemic. Sadly, a number of local people have lost their lives recently including Cllr. Markley’s wife 
Denise. The Council’s thoughts are with their families. It was agreed that a donation of £50 each be 
given to Silloth First Responders and Stage 4 Deserves More.  

 
 
 
WEJ 

089. Apologies  
Apologies received from Cllrs. A.J. Markley (family bereavement), J. Snaith (unwell) W. Jefferson 
(unwell) & S. Graham (work commitments) were accepted by the Town Council. 

 

090. Declarations of Interest  
None. 

 

091. Exclusion of Press & Public  
It was agreed that the Press and Public be excluded for item 23 on the Agenda. 

 

092. Chairman’s Announcements  

Cllrs. Orchard & Wilkinson both attended the Service of Remembrance at Christ Church, following 
completion of the refurbishment works. Cllrs. Orchard, Hope, Betsworth & Town Clerk met with Nik 
Hardy from Allerdale Borough Council to discuss the Town Plan. It was a very positive meeting and 
good to hear about what they’ve done, and that Allerdale are on the same wavelength. 

 
 
 
 
 

093. Minutes 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on the 8 November 2021 be confirmed as a true 

record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

094. Solway Community School 
Tom Hailwood, the new Headteacher at Solway Community School attended the meeting to 
introduce himself. He provided a comprehensive explanation of his vision for the school and how 
they will achieve it as they move forward. Tom to be invited to attend Council meetings on a 
quarterly or 6-monthly basis to provide an update for the Council. 

 

095. Public Participation  
There were no requests from members of the public to speak at the meeting but there were two 
members of the Football Club at the meeting to talk about the new facility later on the Agenda.  

 

096. Schedule of Correspondence, notices and publications  
a) Email from Cllr. Stuart Graham informing the Council of his resignation as a Councillor with effect 

from 31 December 2021. Thanks were given by the Chairman and the Council for the 10 years 
that Stuart has served as a councillor. 

b) Allerdale Borough Council – Welcome Back Fund – RESOLVED that the documentation be 
approved and signed. 

c) Silloth Football Club – A copy of the preliminary plans to build a new facility on the land adjacent 
to the existing Changing Rooms were provided to the Council which will incorporate an 
accessible public toilet for users of the play area. Peter Wise and Liam Wilson attended the 
meeting to talk about the project and the progress of the football club. The project could cost up 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



to £150k all in. The Council is providing the land on which the building is to be sited on the 
former site of the pensioners hut. A minimum 25-year lease will also be required. The Town 
Council are in full support of the project which the football club are hoping to start by 31 March, 
with completion to coincide with their centenary season in September 2022. Arrangements to be 
started for a new lease to be drafted. 

d) Allerdale Borough Council Statement of Community Involvement Consultation – 25 November – 
23 December 2021. Individual councillors to send in their responses. 

e) Allerdale Borough Council – Email from Toni Magean who has been asked to assist in helping to 
develop the Council’s town plan. Allerdale are developing an economic town plan for Silloth and 
they are keen to see synergies between the plans. It was agreed that Toni be invited to the vision 
workshop next week. It would help to get Allerdale input. Allerdale councillors to keep us in the 
loop on any developments. 

 
 
 
WEJ 
 
All 
Cllrs. 
 
 
WEJ 
 

097.  Planning Applications 
The Planning Committee has approved the following planning application: 
Ref No: HOU/2021/0240 Applicant: A Balausiak Proposal: Rear extension to form new wet room 
and entrance hall facility Location: 39 Skinburness Drive, Silloth, CA7 4QG 

 

098. Committees 
a) Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 8 November 2021 were noted. 
b) Allotments Committee  

i) Cllr. Emmerson agreed to join the Allotment Committee to increase numbers. 
ii) The Town Council approved a 10% rise in the annual allotment rents for 2021/22 which have 

not been increased since 2018, with a view to making a smaller annual increase going 
forward.  

iii) It was agreed to utilise the new Allotment Mapping Service provided by the Northern 
Counties Allotments Association to measure and map the Skiddaw Street allotments.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

099. Representatives on Outside Bodies 
i) Joint Advisory Body – No report. ii) Silloth Tourism Action Group – It may be time to resurrect 
STAG. An AGM would be organised for after Christmas. Any Cllrs. are welcome to get involved. iii) 
Sea Dyke Charity – No report. iv) Longcake Education Trust – No meeting. v) Solway Community 
Technology College & Sports Hall – Update provided by Tom Hailwood earlier. vi) Friends of Silloth 
Green – The weather has impacted the volunteering sessions. Most projects have been completed. 
Bottle filler will be installed in the Spring. £2,800 has come in from the Co-op community fund and 
have been put forward for it again this year. Stall at the Christmas Lights switch on did well. New 
volunteers continue to come forward. viii) Silloth Coastal Community Team – No meeting. 

 

100. Borough Councillor and County Councillors’ Reports  
Allerdale Borough Council – Full Council meeting on Wednesday. There will be a lot of changes 
going forward due to the Local Government Reorganisation. There will be one councillor per ward 
which will be based on the County Council wards. Cllr. Cook attended the Remembrance service and 
the Christmas Lights switch on which was well attended, with over 100 children coming to see Santa.  

 

101. Ground’s Maintenance Report 
A grounds maintenance report was provided, with details of work carried out over the last few 
months. Check to see if County Council will be dealing with the tree stump on Lawn Terrace which is 
fenced off. 

 
 
 

102. Town Clerk’s Report  
A report was provided by the Town Clerk in relation to work carried out of the last few months and 
matters being dealt with. 

 

103. Payment of Accounts  
It was RESOLVED that the payments listed in the register report to 6 December 2021 be approved 

 



for payment. Funding of £20k from Cumbria County Council has just been received which will be 
used to improve the car park and access to the Big Fella sculpture on Skinburness Road. This would 
not have been possible without the support of Cllr. Markley as our County Councillor. 

104. Budget 2022/23 
The Town Clerk produced some draft budget figures for 2022/23 together with notes to accompany 
the budget which were considered and discussed by the Town Council. It was suggested that some 
provision be included for the Youth Club as they would like to take the kids on a trip. The Council 
tried to get a lease sorted with the youth club which would enable them to apply for funding from 
other sources. It was agreed to chase up the lease with the youth club. 
Taking into account the level of reserves at the end of this current financial year which are 
anticipated to be approx. £65,560, including £20,000 reserve for the ongoing maintenance of the 
footpath from West Silloth and £21,000 Silloth Green reserve from the sale of machinery and 
equipment in 2020. It was RESOLVED that the total funding requirement for 2022/23 will be 
£172,995, with the Precept to be requested from Allerdale Borough Council. There is no increase on 
last year’s precept. 

 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 

105. Requests for financial assistance 
None. 

 

106. Events to be held on Town Council property 
a) Silloth Music & Beer Festival – 8 to 11 September 2022 – Agreed. 
b) A re-scheduled zoom meeting is to take place on Tuesday 14 December at 7pm to discuss 

arrangements for an event to be organised by the Town Council in May 2022. The Town Council’s 
insurance will cover the event which will take place on 2 May. Arrangements will need to be 
made for first aid cover etc. 

c) Enquiry has been received from Tony Hopkins circus to attend in August next year. Dates to be 
confirmed.  

 

107. RPII Routine Training Course  
It was agreed to arrange a RPII Routine Training Course to be held in Silloth, to be advertised locally 
and made available for any other Councils or organisations with play areas to attend which will 
cover some of the cost. The cost will be £825 (excl. VAT) and optional RPII Routine examination of 
£105 (excl. VAT) per person, with a maximum number of candidates being 12. Town Clerk to make 
the necessary arrangements. 

 
 
 
 
WEJ 
 

108. Tree Inspection Report 
Following receipt of the recent Tree Inspection Report, the Town Council authorised the Town Clerk 
to make arrangements for any priority work (i.e. within 3 months) to be undertaken, as soon as 
practicable. 

 
WEJ 
 
 

109. Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas 
Update regarding arrangements for the event in May 2022. 

 
 

 RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was 
advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they were 
instructed to withdraw. 

 

110. Amounts owing to the Town Council 
There are no amounts outstanding. 

 

 
 
 

Signed…………………………………………………………….                                Date………………………………………… 


