
Silloth-on-Solway Town Council 
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday 8 November 2021 at 7.00pm at St Andrew’s Hall 

 

Present – Cllr. M. Orchard (MO) 
 

Councillors 
G. Wilkinson (GW), G. Betsworth (GB), J. Cook (JC), C. Doran (CD), M. Irving (MI),  

W. Jefferson (WJ), A.J. Markley (AJM) & J. Snaith (JS).  
 

Also present: Wendy Jameson – Town Clerk (WEJ). 
 

061. Minutes Silence 
There was a minutes’ silence at the start of the meeting for the local community during the current 
pandemic. 

 

062. Apologies  
Apologies received from Cllrs. A. Emmerson (covid test), V. Hope (unwell) & S. Graham (work 
commitments) were accepted by the Town Council. 

 

063. Declarations of Interest  
None. 

 

064. Exclusion of Press & Public  
No press or public present at the meeting. 

 

065. Chairman’s Announcements  

The Chairman attended a zoom meeting with Lorrainne Smyth and the Town Clerk to discuss the 
Town Plan. The Town Council agreed to fund £2,500 to work with ACT on the formulation of a Town 
Plan. A wish list is also to be compiled so that when funding becomes available applications can be 
submitted. Remembrance Service will take place on Sunday 14 November – 9.45am to start at 
10am. Rob Jefferson from the Tennis club spoke to the Chairman about not being able to use the 
Sports Hall due to covid and staffing. They are currently using Caldew Hall but need more space. The 
Town Clerk sent an email to the school regarding the sports clubs wanting to use the Sports Hall and 
a response has been received with an explanation about why the hall is not open in the evenings 
which is due to staffing and covid. They want to re-open the Sports Hall but they need to ensure its 
financial viability. The Chairman has spoken to both the tennis and junior football. It was suggested 
that perhaps if the Sports Hall was opened one evening a week initially to judge demand, this could 
be built upon as demand increased. It was also questioned whether a specific person from each club 
could be appointed as a key holder for that evening and instructed on how to lock up etc. This would 
dispense with the need for extra staff. Users of the facilities should leave the building as they find it. 
Further email to be sent to the school.  
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066. Minutes 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on the 4 October 2021 be confirmed as a true 

record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

067. Public Participation  
There were no requests from members of the public to speak at the meeting. 

 

068. Schedule of Correspondence, notices and publications  
a) Allerdale Borough Council – re: Welcome Back Fund. Allerdale have secured funding from the 

Government’s Welcome Back Fund and would like to work with the Town Council as a Delivery 
Partner to use £10,000 of the funding to put in place additional measures to create and promote 
a safe environment for local trade and tourism, particularly in high streets as local economies 
recover from covid. After some discussion it was agreed that the funding be allocated towards 
improving the exterior of the Criffel Street toilets which will hopefully compliment the new 
Changing Places facility if the funding bid is successful. Town Clerk to obtain some costs and send 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 



a reply to Allerdale Borough Council to confirm if this would be acceptable. 
b) Email from Fresh Activities Ltd requesting permission for a ‘pop-up campsite’ on the rugby pitch 

during 2022. This could be a very profitable venture for the company making the proposal. There 
are a number of campsites in and around Silloth and we don’t want to cause undue competition. 
The pitch would not be available for matches and training for the duration of the pop-up 
campsite. Also need to consider the potential damage to the pitch, the impact it could have on 
local residents, dog walkers, and other users of the sports facilities. It was unanimously agreed 
that permission would not be given for a pop-up campsite on the rugby pitch. Reply to be sent. 

c) Silloth Rainbows, Brownies & Guides - Email asking if the Council knows of anywhere in Silloth 
that some trees could be planted as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy for her Platinum Jubilee. 
There would be approx. 30 trees of different varieties. The following areas were briefly discussed 
– viewing area near the dock entrance, the hollow and around the Criffel Street toilet block. It 
was suggested that Friends of the Green give the matter some consideration. Reply to be sent. 

d) Silloth Tennis Club - Email regarding the provision of tennis courts and information from the LTA. 
The old all-weather area is needed for essential parking for users of the sports area and 
therefore not available to be developed into a tennis court. There is an area of land under the 
bridge to the end of the allotments which could be used. It would have been ideal if the existing 
MUGA could have been used and had a suitable surface on it for all sports. The Town Council 
would be happy to look at alternative sites. Reply to be sent to the tennis club. 

e) Christ Church – Invitation to 150th Anniversary Service and thanksgiving for completion of the 
150th Anniversary building work – Sunday 21 November 2021 at 11.00am. Cllrs. Wilkinson and 
Markley will be attending. 

f) Silloth First Responders – Email to say that Silloth First Responders will be moving out of the 
Community Hall and into the Rugby Club in the next month or so which is a larger room and 
more suitable for their training needs and thanking the Council for their support. Also asking the 
Council if they would like to set up the Criffel Street phone box as an AED Box. The Town Council 
would be happy to work with the First Responders to have a defibrillator sited in the Criffel 
Street phone box which has been adopted by the Town Council for that purpose. Reply to be 
sent. 

g) Silloth Christmas Lights – Email seeking permission to put the Christmas lights at the Criffel Street 
toilet block. The Town Council are happy for the lights to go on top of the toilet block but 
suggested that the tree be sited in the Church grounds, as the plants and shrubs get trampled 
when it is sited next to the toilet block, and the safety barriers and advertising banners spoil its 
appearance. Reply to be sent. 
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069.  Planning Applications 
None. 

 

070. Committees 
Minutes of the Accessibility Committee meeting held on 25 October were circulated to members of 
the Council, the contents of which were noted. Some dropped kerbs have been highlighted which 
has worked well. The committee intends to go to the media to show what Silloth can do. Letters 
have also gone out to local businesses to remind them of the legislation in relation to obstructing 
pavements with A-boards etc. 

 

071. Representatives on Outside Bodies 
i) Joint Advisory Body – The AONB are looking at the decision made by the Allerdale GDF working 
group and a letter has been sent from the AONB to the Allerdale executive. The AONB has the same 
rights at the National Park and the highest status. It is therefore vital that the host authority should 
uphold the law of the land and defend the AONB against being a potential site for a GDF. The 
advisory group have said it won’t affect the National Park which is a World Heritage site and simply 
can’t ignore the AONB. ii) Silloth Tourism Action Group – No report. iii) Sea Dyke Charity – No 
meeting. iv) Longcake Education Trust – Meeting was last month. Donations were given to the four 
schools and year end accounts were agreed. v) Solway Community Technology College & Sports 

 



Hall – Head teacher has moved on and both deputy heads have stepped up. vi) Friends of Silloth 
Green – Volunteers are doing a marvellous job. A sale was held in the Community Hall which raised 
over £500. There will also be a stall at the Christmas Lights switch on. The group is raising funds for 
various projects and have received over £2,000 from the Co-op Community fund and have been 
accepted again for this year. We are lucky to have such dedicated volunteers who turn out to take 
care of the Green, along with the grounds maintenance team. Thanks to be passed on to the 
volunteers from the Town Council. viii) Silloth Coastal Community Team – No meeting. 

072. Borough Councillor and County Councillors’ Reports  
Allerdale Borough Council – By Allerdale being involved with the GDF they have been able to have 
some input into the process. It still would have happened even if Allerdale hadn’t been involved but 
they would have been less aware of what was going on.  
The cycle track has been completed and some work will be done at Allonby. Tidelines magazine is 
out which features Allerdale’s Fishing Faces. Allerdale are looking into e-bike charging stations. 
Winner of the Perfect Place competition visited Cockermouth this year. Residents’ week is going 
ahead. 26 November is the Allerdale tourism conference at Energis at Workington to promote 
tourism. 
Cumbria County Council – Local Government Reform is going ahead. Copeland Allerdale and Carlisle 
will be joining together to become Cumberland for which there will be 46 seats. The other side will 
be Westmorland and Furness which will have 62 seats. From 330 seats now, there will be 108 in 
total, with an overarching Mayor. Currently 3 Allerdale and 1 County Councillor covering Silloth but 
that will go done to 1 person. There is going to be a judicial review. Coal mine at Whitehaven needs 
to hit the planning criteria. Allerdale Executive will make its decision on the GDF. Work to the sea 
defences at Crosscanonby is moving forward. Chief Executive at the County Council has resigned. 
Things are moving forward following the application for Environmental funding to resurface the car 
park near the Big Fella sculpture. A lot of potholes need repair and have been reported. 

 

073. Ground’s Maintenance Report 
A grounds maintenance report was provided, with details of work carried out over the last few 
months.  

 
 
 

074. Town Clerk’s Report  
A report was provided by the Town Clerk in relation to work carried out of the last few months and 
matters being dealt with. 

 

075. Payment of Accounts  
It was RESOLVED that the payments listed in the register report to 8 November 2021 be approved 
for payment. 

 

076. Budget 
Any suggestions for items to be included in the 2022/23 Budget should be given to the Town Clerk. 

 

077. Requests for financial assistance 
None. 

 

078. Events to be held on Town Council property 
Rotary normally organise Green Day at the end of May but will not be holding the event next year as 
they are organising an event for the Queen’s Jubilee. It was suggested that the Town Council 
consider organising an event on Silloth Green in May next year. Various ideas were discussed, and it 
was agreed that an event be organised on 2 May 2022 which would be completely different to 
Green Day. An informal zoom meeting will be organised to discuss it fully and all councillors need to 
be involved and take some responsibility for organising the event. 

 

079. Town Plan# 
There have been various meetings with ACTion with Communities in Cumbria and the Town Clerk 

 



provided an update and a plan of action. There will be an online Vison workshop with Lorrainne and 
the Town Plan committee on Mon 13 December at 7pm. In Feb and March, there will be further 
meetings, with the aim of starting the consultation period in April which will involve monthly 
consultations for a period of 4 months. RESOLVED that the Council is happy with the proposed 
timescales and Councillors understand and are willing to play an active part throughout the process. 

080. Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas 
Circus area – The area of the Green used by the circus is looking quite dead. The grounds 
maintenance team will be asked to look at it. The area was harrowed, and grass seeded after the 
circus left.  
Chemist shop closed – Concerns were expressed about the Chemist shop being closed again due to 
there being no pharmacist. People have been unable to get their medications. They want to use the 
chemists but are unable to do so due to it being closed. Letter to be sent to Well head office and to 
the pharmacy in Silloth. 

 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 

 RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was 
advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they were 
instructed to withdraw. 

 

081. Amounts owing to the Town Council 
There are no amounts outstanding. 

 

 
 
 

Signed…………………………………………………………….                                Date………………………………………… 


