
Silloth-on-Solway Town Council 
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday 6 September 2021 at 7.00pm at St Andrew’s Hall 

 

Present – Cllr. M. Orchard 
 

Councillors 
G. Betsworth (GB), J.Cook (JC),  C. Doran (CD), A. Emmerson (AE), S. Graham (SG),  

V. Hope (VH), M. Irving (MI) & A.J. Markley (AJM). 
 

Also present: Wendy Jameson – Town Clerk (WEJ), Marion Fitzgerald, Mary Bradley & Samantha King.  
 

973. Minutes Silence 
There was a minutes’ silence at the start of the meeting for the local community during the current 
pandemic. 

 

974. Apologies  
Cllrs. W. Jefferson (hospital appointment), G. Wilkinson (holiday) & J. Snaith (recuperating).  

 

975. Declarations of Interest  
Cllr. Emmerson – re: First Responders. 

 

976. Exclusion of Press & Public  
It was agreed that the Press and Public be excluded for items 28 & 29 on the Agenda. 

 

977. Chairman’s Announcements  

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending the meeting, this being the first face to face meeting 

in a long time which is overdue. Despite there being no meetings there has still been a lot of work 

done. The Chairman met with Joe Broomfield and the new cycle racks are now in place. He also spoke 

to Mike Johnson at Allerdale. 10 picnic benches have been ordered which includes 4 wheelchair 

accessible benches, funded through the Government’s ‘Welcome Back’ funding via Allerdale. Some 

will be sited near the Big Fella sculpture and the others will fill the gaps. The existing ones are well 

used.  

 

978. Minutes 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on the 6 May 2021 be confirmed as a true record and 

signed by the Chairman. 

 

979. Public Participation  
There were no requests from members of the public to speak at the meeting. 

 

980. GDF Working Group 
Marion Fitzgerald, Deputy Leader of Allerdale Borough Council attended the meeting, along with Mary 
Bradley, who represents CALC on the Allerdale GDF Working Group and Samantha King from RWM 
Ltd. An explanation of the GDF (Geological Disposal Facility) process was provided which is completely 
different to the last time. A GDF can only be built with the consent of a willing community and there 
will not be a GDF unless the community decides it wants one. The first process is the creation of a 
working group of which there are two. Allerdale Borough Council are completely neutral but wanted 
to be a part of the conversation. The working group was formed in January and since 19 July when 
covid restrictions were listed, there have been 12 face-to-face and online community sessions to seek 
opinions. There are three work streams – 1. Community engagement 2. Narrow down the search area 
in Allerdale and 3. Forming a community partnership. The community partnership would comprise of 
local people at which point the working group will cease. If a community partnership can’t be formed 
the process will cease. When the interested party came forward, they proposed that the whole of 
Allerdale be considered. 80% of the waste is already in West Cumbria. When an area is identified 

 



people from that area will be involved. AONB has the same legal status at the National Park, and it 
was questioned why the AONB has therefore not been excluded. Generate North put themselves 
forward, with Andy Ross acting as the spokesperson. It was suggested that there has been an element 
of secrecy, but they are not at the stage yet regarding identifying a specific location. Generate North 
have not been specific. The consultation events have provided wide ranging views, all of which will be 
taken into consideration, including the protected status of the AONB. Three letters have been written 
by the Town Council in the past objecting to the siting of a GDF. There needs to be a meeting in Silloth 
to allow people to comment. A meeting can be arranged in Silloth, and they will come back to speak 
to the Town Council if necessary. The search area will be identified first. RWM is committed to work 
with whichever authority is in power at the time.  If a landowner is interested but the community 
weren’t in favour – the community partnership would represent their views. It is very much 
community focused this time. It was questioned whether the effect on properties (property blight) 
and on tourism has been taken into consideration. All will be considered when a partnership is set up. 
RWM will work with the local areas to mitigate any effect. Once an area is identified it will be a long 
time before a location is identified. 

981. Ratification of delegated actions since the last meeting 
a) Request to sell balloons on Silloth Green - After consulting with members of the Town Council a 

decision (under delegated powers) was made not to grant permission to sell balloons on Silloth 
Green, although the vendor would be able to sell balloons at the organised events and would need 
to liaise with the event organisers on any charges. RESOLVED: That the delegated decision be 
ratified. 

b) Request for Prosecco al Fresco to trade from a pitch on Silloth Green - After consulting with 
members of the Town Council a decision (under delegated powers) was made not to grant 
permission to trade from a pitch on Silloth Green on a regular basis. Any concessions the Council 
has are normally put out to tender which enables anyone to submit a price and keeps it open and 
transparent. The trader can apply to attend any of the organised events but would need to liaise 
with the event organisers direct. They may also be able to trade from the street under a street 
trading licence which are dealt with by Allerdale Borough Council. RESOLVED: That the delegated 
decision be ratified. 

c) Request for permission for a grass track as part of the cycling festival on 11 September - After 
consulting with members of the Town Council a decision (under delegated powers) was made to 
allow permission for the grass-track racing element of the cycling festival. More information will 
be required on how to set out the track and if it is going to mean extra work for our ground’s 
maintenance team, the Council may need to charge for any extra time taken over and above our 
normal maintenance regime. Following a subsequent meeting with Joe Broomfield and the cycling 
festival organisers it was discovered the area of land on Skinburness is not big enough and the 
track will now be sited on the smaller side of the main Green. RESOLVED: That the delegated 
decision be ratified. 

d) Request from Tony Hopkins to bring Circus Montini to Silloth from 16th to 24th August 2021 - 
After consulting with members of the Town Council a decision (under delegated powers) was 
made to allow permission for Circus Montini to visit in August. RESOLVED:  That the delegated 
decision be ratified. 

e) Following a recent accident involving a young child, a request was received to keep the area 
between the Rugby Club and Changing Rooms clear of vehicles - The Chairman and Town Clerk 
met with representatives from the Rugby and Football clubs to discuss the options.  A decision 
(under delegated powers) was made for health and safety reasons to install an additional speed 
bump to slow traffic down, bars to be added to the end of the West Silloth path to slow cyclists 
down, car park sign to be installed directing vehicles to the MUGA car park and the rugby club to 
look at installing some temporary barriers which can be used on match days and when it is busy 
to stop vehicles parking between the two buildings. RESOLVED: That the delegated decision be 
ratified. 

 



f) Replacement Computer - After consulting with the Chairman a decision (under delegated powers) 
was made to replace the Town Clerk’s computer which was becoming very slow and unable to 
keep up with the workload at a cost of £540 (net of VAT). The original computer was 7 years old 
and the memory was upgraded 2 years ago but it was the processor that was becoming slow. 
RESOLVED: That the delegated decision be ratified. 

g) Removal of sheds and asbestos from an unused allotment - After consulting with the Chairman 
and Deputy Chairman a decision (under delegated powers) was made to arrange for the removal 
of the dilapidated sheds and asbestos from the unused allotment at a cost of £2,000 which was 
undertaken by the contractor who demolished the Pensioners Hut. RESOLVED: That the delegated 
decision be ratified. 

h) Switching on of the Splash Pad - After consulting with members of the Town Council a decision 
(under delegated powers) was made to switch the Splash Pad on from the week commencing 2 
August. Following the Council’s previous decision to switch on the splash pad when local schools 
broke up for the summer, the switch on was delayed due to a local rise in covid cases and the 
outcome of the risk assessment. RESOLVED: That the delegated decision be ratified. It was further 
RESOLVED that the Splash Pad would be kept on until the end of September. 

982. Schedule of Correspondence, notices and publications  
a) Email from Secretary of Silloth Rugby Club regarding charges for community events. Copy of reply 

provided for information. (NB. Decision on charging for events was made on 26 April 2021 
therefore within 6 months). There have been various posts on social media about charging for the 
use of the Green which was proposed by Owen Martin in April when representing some of the 
event committees. The bigger events would subsidise the smaller events who can apply for 
financial assistance. A response has already been provided. 

b) Email from a local resident with a question about leasing the Skinburness toilet block. The toilets 
are leased to the Town Council by Allerdale, and it would require permission from Allerdale, and 
a new sub-lease created. It was RESOLVED that enquiries be made into the Green being asset 
transferred to the Town Council. The Town Clerk has already made initial enquiries, but a further 
email will be sent. 

c) Silloth-on-Solway Sports Association – Letter seeking permission to erect a shelter next to the 
cabin at the MUGA. Also request for a meeting to discuss their future plans. RESOLVED that a 
meeting with the Sports Association be scheduled to discuss the shelter and future plans.  

d) Email from Hon Sec of Silloth Rugby Club regarding projects at the sports area and reclaiming of 
VAT. Response has already been provided.  

e) Email from a local resident regarding overnight parking on West Beach car park. Overnight parking 
is an ongoing issue but unless a car park is monitored 24/7 there is very little that can be done. 
The land in question belongs to Associated British Ports. Reply to be sent.  

f) Allerdale Borough Council - Gambling Act 2005 – Consultation on Statement of Gambling Policy 
2022-25. Comments by 30 September 2021. Councillors to provide their individual responses. 

g) Emails from a local resident regarding land at Moricambe Park and the proposal for the creation 
of a children’s play area. The owner of the land in question needs to be ascertained and then it 
can be incorporated into the Town Plan. Reply to be sent and investigations to be made with 
Allerdale Borough Council.  
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983.  Planning Applications 
Allerdale Borough Council approved the following: 
a) Ref No: DEM/2021/0002 Applicant: Silloth Town Council Proposal: Demolition of former 

Pensioners Hut which is no longer used Location: Former pensioners hut, Eden Street Sports Area, 
Eden Street, Silloth 

b) Ref No: HOU/2021/0082 Applicant: Mr & Mrs Ken Jefferson Proposal: Formation of first floor 
terrace on front (west) elevation Location: Greenside, Links Close, Silloth, CA7 4ES 

c) Ref No: FUL/2021/0083 Applicant: Silloth Town Council Proposal: The installation of a 150w LED 
floodlight to illuminate the Church Location: Christ Church, Criffel Street, Silloth, Wigton, CA7 4BX 

 



d) Ref No: FUL/2021/0073 Applicant: Wendy Jameson Proposal: Installation of a 7.44kW solar PV 
system consisting of 24 panels. Location: Silloth Community Hall, Wigton Road, Silloth, Wigton, 
Cumbria, CA7 4EA 

e) Ref No: FUL/2021/0101 Applicant: Pearson Proposal: Demolition and replacement of dormer 
bungalow with detached garage and summer house Location: 176 Skinburness Road, Skinburness, 
Wigton, CA7 4QS 

f) Ref No: HOU/2021/0150 Applicant: Mr & Mrs Ellwood Proposal: Front & rear extension and 
internal alterations Location: 88 Skinburness Road, Silloth, CA7 4QH 

g) Application under Section 211 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 to carry out works to a 
tree in a Conservation Area - Eden Street, Silloth, CA7 4AD Proposal: to carry out the following 
tree work: Various works to pine trees as outlined in report. The Council considered the proposed 
works and decided not to make a Tree Preservation Order in respect of the trees, therefore the 
works can proceed. 

h) Application under Section 211 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 to carry out works to a 
tree in a Conservation Area – Caldew Street, Silloth Proposal: to carry out the following tree work: 
Works on the following trees: - Sycamore 3, 16, 17, 18, 21, 26, 28 - Crown Raise 2.5m. The Council 
considered the proposed works and decided not to make a Tree Preservation Order in respect of 
the tree, therefore the works can proceed. 

984. Committees 
Minutes of various committee meetings were circulated to members of the Council, the contents of 
which were noted. 
a) Accessibility Committee – 23 June 2021. 
b) Parks Committee – 15 July 2021. 
c) Planning Committee – 22 July 2021. 
d) Accessibility Committee – 26 July 2021. 

 

985. Representatives on Outside Bodies  
a) Appointment of a representative of the Town Council on the Sports Association – There were no 

volunteers from those present and it was agreed that in the meantime minutes of meetings and 
other communications should be through the Town Clerk. 

b) Reports from the following: - 
i)  Joint Advisory Body – Meeting will be in 2 weeks.  ii) Silloth Tourism Action Group – No report 
but thanks given to the volunteers who organised the Soul on the Green and Carnival Mega 
Weekend. iii) Sea Dyke Charity – There has been a couple of meetings. Swinsty Cottage has now 
been sold. iv) Longcake Education Trust – No report. v) Solway Community Technology College & 
Sports Hall – Judith Schaffer has moved on to the Cumbria Headteacher Association and the 
Deputy has moved up. vii) Friends of Silloth Green – Volunteers are doing extremely well working 
on the Green. Raised £800-900 at the Mega weekend stall. Also funding to come in from C.C.C. 
There is a dedicated team of people, encouraged by Carol. Raised beds along the front would be a 
good idea. Moving the storytelling chair to a quieter area was an inspired decision. FOG would like 
to put a stall on the Green to raise funds for future projects. viii) Sports Association - No meeting. 
ix) Silloth Coastal Community Team – No meeting. 

 

986. Borough Councillor and County Councillors’ Reports  
Allerdale – Cllr. Markley is now the portfolio holder for leisure. Allerdale’s Fishing Faces portrays the 
men and women who have a connection with fishing and the seafood industry along the coast of 
Allerdale. Allerdale is becoming a destination place for cycling. There will be a tourism conference in 
November with local tourism businesses invited to attend. Cycling Festival takes place on Saturday. 
Residents’ Week takes place in October when the winner will have a day out which will be filmed.  A 
lot of staff are back in their offices. Taste of the Sea Festival took place in Maryport. Local Government 
Reform changes will be taking place, with elections in May 2022. Our area could be called Cumberland. 
Looking to install charging points for electric push bikes.  There has also been a litter pick recently. 

 



County Council – Work at Crosscanonby is underway. Highways HIMS was set up in July and is well 
used. West Cumbria Mine is being debated about and there is a conference tomorrow. Local 
Government Reform – Stuart Young sent in an appeal against the decision on behalf of the County 
Council.  
Allerdale – Cllr. Cook stood down from the Executive due to his workload. With regards to the town 
plan put forward by Allerdale, there was a workshop held and two women did a report for Allerdale 
after visiting the town. Most of the ideas put forward were ludicrous. It is up to the Town Council 
whether it wants a town plan but when Silloth is discussed in Allerdale, the Town Council should be 
kept informed. There needs to be a Town Council wish list which can be incorporated into the plan.  
The priority should be maintaining what we already have. It was questioned whether the Council 
would be interested in taking on responsibility for the Discovery Centre.  It needs looked at as part of 
the Town Plan. There are three Allerdale Councillors for Silloth but there is no report from the third 
Councillor, but it is up to individuals whether they attend Council meetings. 
Cllr. Cook met with Stewart from Tivoli and discussed the amount of fly tipping at the Silloth recycling 
centre, a lot of which has been commercial waste. Enforcement action is being taken against the 
offenders. Where and how to dispose of rubbish needs to be highlighted on social media.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

987. Ground’s Maintenance Report 
A grounds maintenance report was provided with details of work carried out over the last few months. 

 

988. Town Clerk’s Report  
A report was provided by the Town Clerk in relation to work carried out of the last few months and 
matters being dealt with. 

 

989. Payment of Accounts  
It was RESOLVED that the payments listed in the register report to 6 September 2021 be approved for 
payment. 

 

990. Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2021 
Further to carrying out the internal audit of the Town Council’s accounts, Stamper & Co Accountants 
confirmed that there were no issues arising regarding the financial recording of the Town Council’s 
activities and the preparation of their annual accounts for the year ending 31 March 2021. 

 

991. Budgets 
a) The Town Clerk prepared a report comparing the actual expenditure to date with the budget for 

2021/22 which was noted by the Council.  
b) Any suggestions for items to be included in the 2022/23 Budget should be given to the Town Clerk.  

 

992. Town Plan Committee 
Following a couple of sessions with ACTion with Communities in Cumbria (ACT), it was RESOLVED to 
approve the allocation of £2,500 to enable work to continue with ACT towards formulating a Town 
Plan.  

 

993. Accessibility Committee 
a) The Town Council agreed to support the Accessibility Committee’s proposal for Allerdale Borough 

Council to submit an expression of interest on behalf of the town for a share of the £30 million 
available from the Government to install a life-enhancing Changing Places toilet on Criffel Street. 
Congratulations were given to Cllr. Doran for what she is doing. We are becoming more receptive 
as a town to people with all sorts of disabilities.  

b) The Town Council also supports the proposal for three disabled parking bays to be marked out in 
each of the car parks at the Lifeboat Station and North View which will be carried out in this current 
financial year. Arrangements will be made for the work to be carried out. A request for disabled 
parking bays on Criffel Street is also being submitted to Cumbria Highways. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



994. Friends of Silloth Green 
a) The Town Council considered the proposal to resurface the circular gravel area at the Community 

Garden and agreed to obtain costs for doing so.  
b) The Town Council agreed to the installation of a bottle filling station in front of the original drinking 

fountain on Silloth Green which will be funded by the Friends of Silloth Green. Guidance has been 
obtained regarding any water testing required. Reinstating the original drinking fountain can be 
looked at in the future.  

 

995. Requests for financial assistance 
a) Victim Support - Supporting people in Cumbria affected by crime. RESOLVED that no funding be 

provided. 
b) Active Cumbria - Information about Parkplay, a new physical activity programme aimed at families 

and seeking support from the Town Council. Funding of £2.5k has been secured from Cumbria 
County Council Public Health funding and they are looking for an additional £2.5k to bring the 
scheme to Silloth. RESOLVED that no funding be provided.  

 

996. Events to be held on Town Council property 
The Town Council received an update following the 2021 events and considered recommendations 
received: - 
a) Soul on the Green – Better provision is needed to deal with litter i.e., extra skip, additional bins 

and litter picking throughout the day. Additional toilet facilities and someone keeping supplies 
topped up and toilets clean.  

b) Circus Montini – There were no issues and it had been a very positive event. 
c) Silloth Carnival Mega Weekend – Litter had not been an issue as 3 skips were in place and 

additional cover was provided by Allerdale.  Additional toilet facilities would have helped. 
It is important that all event organisers get their paperwork in on time including payment for use of 
the Green.  
 
2022 events 
The Town Council considered the following requests: - 
a) Silloth Pride 2022 - change of date for Pride event to Sat 18th & Sun 19th June 2022 – Agreed. 
b) Soul on the Green 2022 - Sat 30th July 2022 from 11m to 8pm – Agreed. 
c) Lake District Challenge Cup – 9th - 10th April 2022 and 29th April – 1st May 2022 – Agreed. 

 

997. Dog Control Order 
Cllr. Doran suggested her Agenda item in relation to the implementation of a Dog Control Order for 
the main Green and Eden Street sports area be deferred to another meeting later in the year. There 
have been several incidents where some owners have not been in control of their dogs, one of which 
resulted in a 4-year-old child being knocked over. A lot of dogs are under control, but others are not 
and needs to be looked at, although it would be difficult to enforce.     

 

998. Town Council meetings 
It was proposed that the Town Council consider not having a meeting in January, with the budget 
finalised in December which will allow the Town Clerk some time off over the Christmas period when 
it is generally quieter.  RESOLVED that no meeting be held in January.  

 

999. Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas 

• Dog control order – Cllr. Doran 

• GDF – future meetings 

• Changing Places Toilet on Silloth Green 

• Town Council to support campaign to report anti-social driving.  

 



 RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was 
advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they were 
instructed to withdraw. 

 

001. Estimates 
The Town Council considered the following quotations received:- 
a) Vehicle Activated Signs - Three quotations have been obtained for the supply of two solar 

powered vehicle activated signs including data logging which ranged from £5,090 to £6,295 + VAT. 
RESOLVED that the quotation of £5,752.50 + VAT from Messagemaker Displays be accepted which 
included a 6-year return to base warranty. Two signs to be ordered – one displaying the speed 
limit/slow down and the other displaying the speed of the vehicle. £5,000 funding was received 
from the Hellrigg Community Fund towards the project. 

b) Tree Surveys - Only one quotation has been received and it was agreed to defer the matter to 
allow more time to obtain further quotes. 

 

002. Amounts owing to the Town Council 
£339 owed by the Football Club and £1,050 by the Carnival Committee.  Emails have been sent but 
further contact will be made.  

 

 
 
 

Signed…………………………………………………………….                                Date………………………………………… 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 


