
Silloth-on-Solway Town Council 
Minutes of a meeting of the Accessibility Committee 

held on Wednesday 26 July 2021 at 7.00pm 
 

Present:– Cllr. C. Doran (CD) 
 

Councillors 
A. Emmerson (AE), G. Wilkinson (GW) & J. Snaith (JS). 

Also present: Wendy Jameson (Town Clerk). 
 

957. Apologies  
Cllrs. G. Betsworth, A.J. Markley & M. Orchard. 

 

958. Declarations of Interest  
None. 

 

959. Exclusion of Press and Public  
None. 

 

960. Minutes 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 23 June 2021 be confirmed as a true 
record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

961. Adjournment of meeting   
There had been no requests from members of the public to speak at the meeting. 

 

962. Walkaround 
The Town Clerk had prepared a summary of the findings from the walkaround and also maps 
identifying various dropped kerbs which were looked at during the walkaround. Cllr. Wilkinson 
provided a list of locations where dropped kerbs are required.  
Many of the dropped kerbs are not fit for purpose, with many being too high.  
 
Cllr. Snaith joined the meeting. 
 
A lot would be dangerous if a wheelchair user were on their own. It was agreed that a meeting be 
arranged a.s.a.p. with someone from Cumbria Highways to illustrate what the issues are. An email 
has been received from Cllr. S. Graham regarding the suggestion of a dropped kerb being sited 
outside his property. Cllr. Graham owns the footpath directly outside his house and would need to 
be consulted throughout. The Town Clerk had sent him a reply. Parking on the dropped kerbs is 
also a big issue around the town which was clearly illustrated on several occasions during the 
walkaround. Blue badge holders often park on dropped kerbs. They are permitted to park on 
double yellow lines but still need to park safely. It was agreed that the enforcement officer should 
also be invited through to discuss the issues. A lot of people are struggling following the lockdowns 
and it is sad that people can’t get around the town due to the dropped kerbs and not being able to 
use them. Bollards could be used to highlight the dropped kerbs and it was also suggested that 
planters be used at either side which could be marked up with ‘disabled access’. There is no 
standard way of marking dropped kerbs.  It is only at the Golf corner where proper surfacing has 
been used on the dropped kerbs which makes them distinguishable by people with sight problems.  
Pamela Armstrong who is an OT for Allerdale and also Marion Fitzgerald from Allerdale Borough 
Council attended the walk around on Sunday which was really useful. Georgina Ternent will be 
invited to attend a future meeting. It was agreed to request tactile dropped kerbs to be installed 
which would not only assist wheelchair users but also the visually impaired.   
There are no disabled parking bays in the town and it was agreed that three disabled parking spaces 
be provided at the Lifeboat Station car park and three at the North View car park.  

 



It was suggested that window stickers be printed up to be placed on vehicles which have parked on 
dropped kerbs, simply stating that they have parked inappropriately, and they could have received 
a parking ticket. It was agreed not to progress with the suggestion. 
Need to speak to the local businesses and point out some of the issues identified during the 
walkaround and the positives. Outside one business there were two A-boards side by side and a 
pallet lying on the pavement which someone could have fallen over.  Another business had a ramp, 
but the door was being held open with an A-board which prevented it from being used.  A lot of 
businesses have steps which makes access with a wheelchair difficult but if there was a doorbell 
provided, assistance could be obtained. Feedback is needed from local businesses on how things 
can be improved. A list is to be put together of places that are wheelchair accessible which will be 
added to the website. 
Disabled toilet on Criffel Street – Consideration was given to the possibility of altering the existing 
toilet to make it more accessible and possibly a ‘Changing Places’ facility. Cllr. Snaith had made 
some enquiries and obtained some information. A modular building can be provided, or an existing 
building can be adapted. An area of at least 12m x 12m would be required to accommodate 
everything. People would have to pay to use the facility which could cost between £15k - £28k to 
build. Could also look to upgrading the ladies and gents’ toilets which would also be pay to use 
facilities. It was also suggested that there should be some disabled parking bays on Criffel Street 
which would need to be taken up with Cumbria Highways. The proposals for upgrading the Criffel 
Street toilets can be fed into the Town Plan to investigate funding opportunities.  
A lot of people are interested in what the Accessibility Committee are planning to do. If the facilities 
are here it will attract more people to the town. Businesses should be asked if they have any ideas 
about how to make it more accessible. The committee would like to see wheelchair access to the 
beach.  A sea garden was to be created near West beach. A report will be sent to Marion on where 
we are at and tell her about the plans to provide a Changing Places facility.   
Prices to be obtained for planters. 

963. Correspondence 
a) Cumbria County Council – Re: Dropped kerbs & line markings. Reply received from CCC 

regarding the issue of motorists parking on dropped kerbs. Meeting to be held with Cumbria 
Highways and enforcement team to look at the issues. 

b) Email from a local resident regarding disabled facilities in the town. Pamela is taking up the issue 
about a disabled parking bay with Cumbria County Council.  

 

964. Date of next meeting 
Monday 13 September 2021 at 7pm in the Community Hall. A walkaround with Cumbria Highways 
and the enforcement team to be arranged before the next committee meeting.  

 

 
 
 

Signed……………………………………………………….……………..   Date………………..………………………… 
 


