
Silloth-on-Solway Town Council 
Minutes of a meeting of the Accessibility Committee 

held on Wednesday 23 June 2021 at 7.00pm 
 

Present:– Cllr. C. Doran (CD) 
 

Councillors 
G. Betsworth (GB), A. Emmerson (AE), A.J. Markley (AJM), M. Orchard (MO) via Zoom,  

J. Snaith & G. Wilkinson (GW). 
Also present: Wendy Jameson (Town Clerk). 

 

933. Elect a Chairman 
Cllr. C. Doran was duly elected as Chairman of the Accessibility Committee. 

 

934. Apologies  
None. 

 

935. Declarations of Interest  
None. 

 

936. Exclusion of Press and Public  
There were no press and public present. 

 

937. Adjournment of meeting   
There had been no requests from members of the public to speak at the meeting. 

 

938. Terms of Reference 
The Terms of Reference for the Accessibility Committee were noted, and the Town Clerk was 
thanked for putting together the document. 

 

939. Preliminary Plans of Action 
Dropped kerbs are the biggest issue – the lack of them and cars parking across them which is a 
national issue and needs to be looked at seriously. Dropped kerbs are a County Council issue and 
we need to identify where they are needed.  Cllr. Betsworth’s dashcam footage showed Carol trying 
to cross the road but obstructed from doing so by a local van parked on double yellow lines. 
Motorists can get quite abusive if confronted. There needs to be more enforcement in the town. 
Double parking is also an issue. Cllr. Wilkinson put a list together in 2005 of the dropped kerbs 
which was given to Andrew Butler in 2007. It was questioned what can be done. Pressure can be 
put on the County Council. It needs to be driven forward and we need to get our local MP involved. 
Cllr. Doran has spoken to Marion Fitzgerald who would like to do the walkaround with us, 
accompanied by Georgina Ternent and Pamela Armstrong (Allerdale OT). They have a lot of 
experience and are willing to help. It was suggested that someone sit in Cllr. Doran’s spare 
wheelchair to get a better idea of what the issues are. The television could also be involved. Cllr. 
Doran lost her leg as a result of covid, through no fault of her own which could be used to highlight 
the issues. Not knowing the dropped kerbs are there is no excuse for parking across them. Proper 
markings are required. There is no policy in place for marking dropped kerbs but it is something 
that is required. Often it is disabled people who are parking on dropped kerbs, as they have blue 
badge permits which allows them to park on double yellow lines. A few years ago, a wheelchair 
stencil and yellow spray paint was used to unofficially identify the dropped kerbs.  Another issue is 
shop signage etc blocking the pavements outside shops etc. Shopkeepers need to be more aware. 
The stencilling on the pavements could be done ourselves. The walkaround will identify the issues 
and a plan can then be put in place. Not all premises in the town are accessible and not all have a 
downstairs toilet. 
The disabled toilet on Criffel Street is uninviting and not accessible, with the corner area quite 
smelly. The metal gate obstructs the door and makes it difficult for wheelchair users to get in. It 
was suggested that removing the metal gate would be a quick fix. The whole toilet block needs 
attention and could be extended. Consideration could be given to replacing the whole toilet block 

 



as part of a bigger project for the town and included in the Town Plan – pay to use facility and a 
‘Changing places’ facility. 

940. Discussions with potential stakeholders 
The committee need to speak to stakeholders and businesses etc who could be more accessible. 
Things need to be made easier for the disabled.  We need identify which shops are accessible and 
which are not. The committee discussed various businesses in the town and whether they were 
accessible, but a proper assessment can be carried out on the walkaround. Putting a bell at the 
door to notify the owners that assistance is required could help. A guy who has recently moved to 
the town and is totally blind has offered to speak to the committee, to explain the positives and 
negatives about being blind in Silloth. 
 
Key points: - 

• Dropped kerbs are the main priority.   

• Walkaround to be done.   

• Media to be contacted. 

• Ask for more enforcement action to be taken. 

• Look into getting a stencil. 

• Look at highlighting the dropped kerbs. 

• Cllr. Wilkinson will update the list of dropped kerbs. 

• Also get a County Council representative to visit the town to show them what is needed.  

• Gate to be removed from the Criffel Street disabled toilet to improve access. 

 

941. Walkaround 
Walkaround to take place on Sunday 4 July 2021 at 10.00am, meeting at the Community Hall first 
for a quick chat. We can then split into groups to do the walkaround with Marion, Georgina and 
Pamela. Cllr. Doran will contact Marion to confirm the date. 
 
Meeting to be held to discuss the findings on Monday 26 July 2021 at 7.00pm at the Community 
Hall.  Everyone to write up their own notes and bring them to the table. 

 

 
 
 

Signed……………………………………………………….……………..   Date………………..………………………… 


