
Silloth-on-Solway Town Council 
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday 26 April 2021 via video conference 

 

Present:– Councillor M. Orchard (MO). 
 

Councillors 
G. Betsworth (GB), J. Cook (JC). C. Doran (CD), S. Graham (SG), V. Hope (VH),  

M. Irving (MI), W. Jefferson (WJ), A.J. Markley (AJM), J. Snaith (JS) & G. Wilkinson (GW). 
Also present: Wendy Jameson (Town Clerk), representatives from the event committees etc which included 

Owen Martin, Joe Scott, Amanda Carter, Jackie McCormick, Joyce Fletcher and Paul Blake,  
along with various members of the public. 

 

 In accordance with The Local Authorities & Police & Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local 
Authority & Police & Crime Panel Meetings) (England & Wales) Regulations 2020 this meeting was 
held by video conference call. 

 

892. Apologies:   
Cllr. Angus Emmerson (working). Also Hayley de Moreas.  

 

893. Declarations of Interest 
Cllrs. Markley, Wilkinson & the Town Clerk in relation to Silloth Vintage Rally. 
Cllrs. Irving & Cook in relation to Silloth Rotary. 
Cllrs. Hope, Doran, Markley & the Town Clerk in relation to Friends of Silloth Green.  

 

894. Exclusion of Press & Public 
None. 

 

895. Public Participation 
There were no requests from members of the public to speak at the meeting, although 
representatives from various event committees attended the meeting to discuss item 5 on the 
Agenda. 

 

896. Fairground 
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss with event organisers the Council’s proposal, to 
maximise income from Silloth Green, working with a third party to run the fairground element of 
events, who will work alongside the event organisers, and agree on a way forward. A lengthy 
discussion took place on the potential implications of the proposal. Ideally it would be good for 
everyone to work together and come to some sort of compromise. The Council does not want any 
of the events to suffer. Mr Martin spoke on behalf of the Rotary and Carnival committees who are 
happy with current situation, whereby they are in control of their own event and working with 
people with whom they are familiar. There were concerns raised that it could lead to other elements 
of the events being taken over, such as stalls for example. There needs to be a compromise and an 
agreement that everyone is happy with. Income received by the events from the Fairground was as 
follows: Carnival £1,000, Green Day £500, Pride £350 (for the 1st year) and Vintage Rally £450. If the 
Council chose to work with a third party in relation to the Fairground element, the events would 
not lose out financially, as the income they had received previously would be guaranteed. The 
committees which Mr Martin represents are not happy with this proposal and were not willing to 
work with a third party and would prefer all events to be charged a set amount for using the Green 
which would be fairer and also generate an income for the Council. Income can also be generated 
from other events on the Green such as the Circus and Beer Festival etc. The proposal from the 
event committees is that the event organisers run their events as they always have done and that 
they pay a set amount for the use of the Green. There has previously been a lack of transparency 
and the event organisers will now have to put a business case together and show sources of income 
and expenditure for the event. The Town Council have not been in favour of charging local voluntary 
groups and would rather the businesses who are profiting from being at the events pay to be there. 
There has been damage to the Green in the past which has had to be repaired by the grounds 

 



maintenance team and it was suggested that a damage deposit be put down to cover any damage. 
Fletchers pay what they are asked to pay by the event organisers to be there. A daily charge for an 
event could be based on the size of an event. The event organisers want to retain full control of 
their event and would rather pay the Council for being there and recoup the cost over all of their 
suppliers.  
RESOLVED that the Council discuss the finances for the 2022 season at the end of the meeting, with 
the event organisers and Fletchers. 
It was suggested that the event organisers, including Fletchers and the third party, work together 
to put a big event on over the August Bank Holiday weekend. Any rent received for rides from the 
third party would come to the Town Council. The Town Council have received an excellent email 
from Craig Tunstall for a truck show to be held in 2022 which clearly outlines what the event will 
entail whereas in the past the Council has received very little information from some event 
organisers. There should be one person in each committee responsible for submitting the necessary 
paperwork 8 weeks prior to the event, rather than the Clerk having to chase it up. It was suggested 
by Owen that the third party should only be allowed to bring his own rides and also suggested that 
the Carnival book the weekend before and hold their own event over 2 days. Having a fairground 
on the Green could potentially have a detrimental effect on the Fairground on the seafront as no-
one goes down to the seafront when there is an event on the Green. Paul Blake spoke at the meeting 
and is willing to take a step back if the Carnival committee want to organise an event for the Carnival 
weekend and had put his request in when there were no other events planned. If there is an amount 
agreed for the events to pay the Council then he would be happy with that. He appreciates what 
the event organisers do, is willing to withdraw his application and does not want to jeopardise any 
events. It was questioned if Fletchers would be willing to work with Paul and it was agreed that Paul 
and Joyce speak to eachother after the meeting. It needs to be fair for everyone, with everyone 
paying a fair price. There has been a positive outcome, with an event going to be planned for the 
August bank holiday weekend and everyone working together. The Chairman thanked Paul & Joyce. 
Owen also thanked Paul on behalf of the event organisers and is keen for everyone to work together 
for the good of the town.  

897. Applications for events to be held on Town Council property 
2021 

a) Cycling Event – Sat 11 September 2021 – Agreed. 
b) Ragnarock Rally – Fri 25th June to Sun 27th June 2021 – Agreed. 
c) Soul event on the Green – Sat 31 July 2021 – Agreed. 
d) James Richards Circus – Sun 15th August to Mon 30th August 2021 – Agreed. 
e) Fair & Amusements – Fri 27th to Mon 30th August 2021 – see f) below. 
f) Silloth Carnival – Mon 30th August 2021 – The Council agreed to both e) and f), with Mr 

Blake, Fletchers and the Carnival Committee to work together to put the event on.  
2022 

g) Sat 28 – Mon 30 May 2022 and the Queen’s platinum jubilee celebrations Thurs 2 – Sun 5 
June 2022 – It was agreed that event organisers work together, along with Paul, to put the 
events on.   

h) Truck Show – Early summer 2022 – Date agreed. 
i) Silloth Green Day – 28th – 30th May 2022 – Date agreed. 
j) Silloth Pride – 24th – 26th June 2022 – Date agreed. 
k) Silloth Carnival – 27th – 29th August 2022 – Date agreed. 

Vintage Rally is not mentioned but is likely to be held on the same weekend in June, as it has always 
been. 

 

898. Activities on Silloth Green 
Cllr. Cook was having technical difficulties and was trying to re-join the meeting. 
 

a) Prosecco al Fresco – Summer 2021 - Hayley is awaiting a response from Allerdale and will come 
back when she has all the information available.  

 



b) Enquiry about the hut on the Green for deckchair hire and some kind of crazy golf – The hut 
is currently being used by the Friends of Silloth Green as a base. There are plans for the putting 
green but Friends of the Green are waiting to hear from the volunteers. Update to be obtained. 
Funding was obtained to improve the putting green but the pandemic has held things up.  The 
shed which stored the deckchairs had to be removed as it was rotten and it is planned that a 
bigger and better cabin be obtained for everyone to use. Councillor Graham conveyed that it 
should be a Council decision if the area is not going to be maintained as a putting green but 
there are no plans to use the area for anything else other than a putting green.   
 
Cllr. Cook re-joined the meeting. 
 

c) Paramount Amusements – Permission requested to operate two children’s rides on the 
Green next to their premises – They could currently put the rides on their car park but would 
like to put them on the grass in front of the car park. Concerns were expressed about it being 
in direct competition with Fletchers Fairground and sited on a very busy corner where the 
footpath and the land train is. The proposed location is along the shrubs near the Pagoda. The 
proposal is to put a set of trampolines and a small carousel ride which would require an area 
of approx. 10m x 10m, for which they would pay £500 per ride. This was agreed by the Town 
Council.  

 RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was 
advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they were 
instructed to withdraw.  

 

899. Charges for 2021/22 
Representatives from the event committees, Joyce Fletcher and Paul Blake remained in the meeting 
to discuss the charges for the use of Town Council property.  
Owen confirmed that stallholders were charged £40 for the Pride event as it was the first year and 
£50 per stall at the Carnival and Green Day. If there was a charge for an event it would be spread 
over everyone attending the event. The initial proposal considered was for a charge of £350 per day 
for an event which the committees would be happy with as it would be going towards the Green. 
There are some events though which don’t have the facility to generate any money such as Soul on 
the Green and it was suggested that there be different charges for different sized events. It was 
suggested that some of the income generated could be put in a separate pot to help support some 
of the smaller events or new events. It was agreed that all events are to be charged the same 
amount £350 per day and the money be put into an events pot, with any event able to apply for 
funding to support their event. It had been a very positive meeting and there will be opportunities 
for new things in the future, with everyone working together for the better of the town. It was 
pointed out that Town Councillors are also volunteers. It was agreed that the charge for the events 
of £350 per day is to start with immediate effect. The charge for the land train is to remain at £600 
for the 2021 season and the charge for the circus will be £350 per day.  

 

900. Review of the application process for events on Town Council property 
A copy of the revised application was circulated to members of the Council prior to the meeting 
which was agreed by the Council. Event organisers to get the paperwork in 8 weeks before an event. 
Any new events will need to submit a full application before being agreed by the Council.   

 

 

 

Signed…………………………………………………………………………….. Date…………………………..……………………………… 


