
Silloth-on-Solway Town Council 
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday 19 April 2021 at 7.00pm via video conference 

 

Present:– Councillor M. Orchard (MO). 
 

Councillors 
J. Cook (JC), C. Doran (CD), A. Emmerson (AE), S. Graham (SG), V. Hope (VH), M. Irving (MI), 

W. Jefferson (WJ), A.J. Markley (AJM), J. Snaith (JS) & G. Wilkinson (GW).  
Also present: Wendy Jameson (Town Clerk) & various members of the public. 

 

 In accordance with The Local Authorities & Police & Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of 
Local Authority & Police & Crime Panel Meetings) (England & Wales) Regulations 2020 this 
meeting was held by video conference call. 

 

858. Minutes Silence 
There was a minutes’ silence at the start of the meeting following the sad death of Prince Philip, 
the Duke of Edinburgh and for the local community during the current pandemic. 

 

859. Apologies 
None. 

 

860. Co-option 
Two applications were received for consideration by the Council from Mr Geoff Betsworth and Miss 
Lucy Winter. Geoff Betsworth was proposed by Cllr. Graham & seconded by Cllr. Snaith. Lucy 
Winter was proposed by Cllr. Doran and seconded by Cllr. Cook. A vote took place. Geoff Betsworth 
5 votes, Lucy Winter 4 votes and 1 abstention. Geoff was welcomed on to the Town Council and 
the Clerk will arrange for him to sign his Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

 

861. Declarations of Interest 
None.  

 

862. Exclusion of Press & Public 
It was agreed that the public be excluded for item 28 on the Agenda. 

 

863. Chairman's Announcements 
Following the death of Prince Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh, the Chairman will be sending a letter 
of condolence from the Town Council. There was a meeting with Mark Jenkinson MP and an event 
could be happening in the future. Information will come when the time is right.   

 

864. Minutes  
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings held on 1 March, 8 March & 22 March 2021 be 
confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  

 

865. Adjournment of meeting 
There were no requests from members of the public to speak at the meeting.  

 
 

866.       Schedule of Correspondence, Notices and Publications 
RESOLVED that the schedule of correspondence, notices and publications be noted. 

a) Email from an Allerdale Councillor regarding the condition of the Pagoda and other areas 
which are in need of attention. The damaged wood on the Pagoda can be repaired and it was 
agreed that prices be obtained for painting the Pagoda.  

b) Solway Plain Against Nuclear Dump (SPAND) – Email refreshing the Council’s memory of the 
decision taken 8 years ago regarding the plans to build a Geological Disposal Facility (GDF). 
The Town Council were against it the last time and that hasn’t changed. Allerdale were taken 
out of it the last time but this time Allerdale and Copeland have groups working on it. If they 
weren’t part of the discussions, they would have been isolated and not had a say in what is 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



going on. It was suggested that Marion Fitzgerald be invited to a meeting to explain it all. 
Geologically the area is not suitable. Cllr. Jefferson has concerns about the distinct possibility 
of Allerdale being included. The AONB has not been taken out of it but has the same status in 
law as a National Park and should be excluded. A Dalston man has offered his land if it is 
suitable. It is a new process this time and if Allerdale had not been part of the process then 
they would not have been able to have any input. It was agreed that Marion Fitzgerald be 
invited to a future meeting to explain it. Any waste should stay at Sellafield and not come to 
Silloth. The Town Council stance has not changed, and Allerdale and County Council has not 
changed.  

c) Email from Simon McCall, Living Well Coach at Silloth Group Medical Practice with the 
proposal for some seating on the Green to be designated as ‘Happy to Chat’ benches. People 
already chat but this will utilise a couple of existing benches which will have a sign on them. 
It was suggested that a couple of benches opposite the Balmoral could be used and it could 
be publicised on the website and Facebook. Benches over by the Bee garden were also 
suggested. 
 

Cllr. Emmerson joined the meeting. 
 

The Town Council agreed to the proposal and a couple of signs are to be obtained. Simon was 
thanked for attending the meeting. 

d) CALC – Government Call for Evidence on Remote Meetings which closes on 17th June. Video 
conferencing allows members of the public to attend the meeting and to see what is said. 
Most councils will be going down the route of hybrid meetings. Individual Councillors to send 
in their own responses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 
Cllrs. 

867. Planning Applications  
There is a Planning Committee meeting later. 

 

868. Committees 
Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 1 March 2021 and the Town Plan Committee 
held on 25 March were circulated with the Agenda. There is another Town Plan meeting on 
Thursday. It is not essential to have a town plan to get funding. Input from the community would 
be needed, projects identified and then look for funding. 

 

869. Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies   
RESOLVED that verbal reports received from Representatives on Outside bodies be noted.  
Joint Advisory Committee – No meeting. There is a meeting next week on Zoom to discuss AONBs 
and National Parks working together.  STAG – No report. Sea Dyke Charity – No meeting. Longcake 
Educational Trust – No meeting. Solway Community School & Sports Hall – An update was 
provided at the last meeting. Friends of the Green – Work will be commencing on the building of 
4 new raised beds and restoring the old ones in April, with funding obtained from Cumbria County 
Council, Robin Rigg and other sources. The area will be cordoned off to preserve safety. The beds 
will be at different heights and will include vegetables and sensory plants etc. FOG would like to 
wish Ken an extremely long retirement and thank him for working with FOG. Cllr. Doran is 
extremely proud of the commitment shown by the volunteers, who were introduced to the new 
grounds maintenance worker. New volunteers continue to come forward. Thanks were given to 
the Town Council for their continued support. Silloth on Solway Sports Association – No meeting. 
Projects are ongoing and there have been 3 or 4 resignations within the Football club. Silloth 
Coastal Community Team – Cllr. Orchard has not been getting any invitations to meetings. There 
have been a few hiccups with the cycle path and they are trying to get another meeting arranged 
shortly.  

 

870. Borough & County Council Reports 
Allerdale Borough Council (ABC) – There is a meeting next Tuesday, with an invitation to all the 
Council. The stretch of the cycle path between Silloth and Beckfoot is not safe for families to use. 

 
 
 



There were issues with landowners which prevented the route coming all the way to Silloth. There 
is another meeting scheduled with Copeland tourism. It was questioned whether there is any more 
funding available for picnic benches on the Green to support local businesses as they open-up after 
lockdown. Request to be sent to Allerdale, copying in Cllrs. Cook and Markley.  
 
Cumbria County Council (CCC) & Allerdale Borough Council (ABC) – Congratulations were given 
to Cllr. Markley on his new role as Chairman of Cumbria County Council by Cllr. Orchard and all the 
Council.  
Bin services are working well and leisure centres are coming back on line.  3067 potholes have been 
repaired in the area and it continues to be an ongoing issue. 75% of people were satisfied in a 
recent highways survey. The County Council have applied and secured £1.5m in rural mobility 
funding. Various pop-up car parks are being opened for staycations in the Lake District. The road 
surface of Solway Street is worse than it was before and is causing damage to people’s cars and yet 
the work done to Wigton bypass is a vast improvement. Wigton bypass however, is maintained by 
Connect and not by Cumbria County Council. It was agreed that a letter be sent to Cumbria 
Highways to ask that Solway Street be improved and ask whether any more work is to be 
undertaken. There has been poor communication with local residents about what is happening and 
what the delays are. Solway Street is actually an unclassified road. 

 
 
 
WEJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 

871. Park Manager’s Report 
A report was provided of work done over the last month which was noted. Ken Wannop retires 
soon, after 21 years of service. A letter from Ken was read out by the Chairman which thanked all 
councillors past and present. The job has been a pleasure but due to his health, he is not able to 
carry on. He thanked the Clerk, hopes the site has improved during his time with the Council and 
is sure Dave and Mark will continue the work. It was agreed that thanks be passed on to Ken for 
what he has done over the years which has been above and beyond. He has always gone the extra 
mile. 

 

872. Town Clerk’s Report 
The Town Clerk provided a report on work done since the last meeting which was also noted. The 
report was a full page long and it was acknowledged by the Chairman that the Clerk does a lot more 
than what is on her report and she was thanked for what she does.  

 

873. Payment of Accounts 
It was RESOLVED that the payments listed in the register report to 19 April 2021 be approved for 
payment.   

 

874. Applications for financial assistance 
None. 

 
 

875. Events to be held on Town Council property 
a) Fri 27th August to Mon 30th August 2021 – Fair and Amusements. Silloth Carnival was 

cancelled but there was post on Facebook to say that if things change they may put a smaller 
event on. There has also not been a meeting with the event committees yet and a discussion 
on what the Council wants from the event organisers. The meeting was initially to discuss next 
year’s events as everything had been cancelled for this year. The request is for the date with 
no information about any financial recompense. More information to be requested on any 
financial recompense. 

b) Fri 25th June to Sun 27th June 2021 – Ragnarock Rally – Agreed. 
c) Sun 15th August to Mon 30th August 2021 – James Richards Circus. Email received to confirm 

that their visit in August is still booked. Permission was granted in September 2020. Event was 
successful last year and relevant covid precautions were put in place. Agreed. 

 
 

876. Application for a memorial bench  



An application was received for a memorial bench in memory of Terry Fallows. The Town Clerk will 
liaise with the family.  

877. Pine Trees at the Eden Street play area 
The Town Council approved the recommended work to be undertaken to the pine trees at the Eden 
Street play area at a cost of £1,200, with the necessary permissions to be obtained from Allerdale 
Borough Council and enquiries to be made into utilising any larger pieces of wood to create some 
wood sculptures. Email also to be sent to the Bowling Club to let them know what work is to be 
carried out.  

 

878. Face to face meetings 
The regulations that currently allow local authorities to hold meetings remotely until 6 May 2021 
will not be extended by the Government, and so the Council needs to consider the possibility of 
returning to face-to-face meetings from 7 May 2021 onwards. The Community Hall is not big 
enough to accommodate 12 Councillors, the Clerk and members of the public with the necessary 
social distancing. Caldew Hall is also not available when we need it. It was agreed that a Zoom 
meeting be held on Thursday 6 May to deal with the Accounts, electing a Chair, Deputy and 
committees etc. It is too soon to go back to face-to-face meetings. It was agreed that an alternative 
venue be found which would need to be accessible. Clerk to contact the secondary school to see if 
it would be possible for the Council to use the school hall. If face to face meetings cannot be held 
then the Council would revert to the temporary scheme of delegation to the Clerk until face-to-
face meetings can resume.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 

879. 
 

Re-opening of Public Toilets & Splash Pad 
From 8 March, people in England have seen restrictions start to lift and the government’s four-step 
roadmap offer a route back to a normal life. By Step 4 of the roadmap which will take place no 
sooner than 21 June, the Government hopes to remove all legal limits on social contact. With this 
in mind, the Town Council considered the re-opening of the public toilets and the Splash Pad on 
the Green. It was suggested that the Splash Pad be open for the school holidays. Electric cabinet is 
in urgent need of attention as it is in a poor state of repair. It is difficult to keep young kids socially 
distant. It was agreed that the Splash Pad be open for the school holidays in July/August but 
mindful of the covid situation and the maintenance work be chased up. Public toilets near the 
Lifeboat Station and disabled toilet at Criffel Street are open and were busy last year. Need to look 
at opening the main toilets on Criffel Street. The cleaning staff are having to deal with abuse from 
members of the public and opening the Criffel Street toilets will alleviate some of the pressure. 
Edwardian toilets and Skinburness toilets to remain closed. RESOLVED that the Criffel Street toilets 
to be re-opened from 17 May, with the situation being monitored on an ongoing basis. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 

880. Potholes in and around Silloth 
The matter was discussed earlier in the meeting. Letter to be sent to Cumbria Highways to enquire 
what is going to be done to Solway Street and whether there is to be a topcoat added. 

 
 
WEJ 

881. Solway Street 
Dealt with earlier in the meeting.  See minute 870. 

 

882. Local Government Reorganisation in Cumbria 
It was questioned what the Town Council’s position is for a single unitary Council or a combined 
unitary union. It was also requested that our Allerdale Councillors explain how they are going to 
save £31m with the Allerdale Borough Council and Copeland Borough Council proposal on Local 
Government Reform. It’s important for everyone to have their own views and submit their 
comments. Savings will be made by having fewer staff, chief executives, council better run, 
buildings better used, more efficiencies etc. There will be a better way of working and the savings 
will come as a result. The Government will makes its decision based on the opinions submitted. It 
can be frustrating not being able to solve problems and having to refer people elsewhere. The 
public and constituents don’t always understand which Council is responsible for what and the 

 



reorganisation will slim everything down and make it a lot easier. There is currently a strong 
Cumbria identity and it was questioned why there would be a wish to fragment the County. It was 
questioned who would speak for Cumbria as a whole, if there are two unitary authorities. The Town 
Council may benefit in the future and have access to more funding, with more powers being 
devolved to the towns and parishes. 

883. Retirement of Phillip Irving 
In August, Phillip Irving will have been cleaning the streets of Silloth for 30 years and it was 
proposed that there be some recognition from the Town Council for his service to the town. It was 
suggested that Stewart Henderson be spoken to. Phillip is employed by Tivoli but not the Town 
Council. Putting a plaque up would not be an option, as it would be impossible to recognise 
everyone in the town for their long service. There needs to be some form of recognition to thank 
him for his long service. A letter of thanks could be sent from the Council and something put in the 
Buzz. Vicky to confirm with Tivoli his length of service. Since Phillip has been off work there has 
been no-one cleaning the streets which needs to be taken up with Tivoli to ascertain what cover is 
being provided. The lane running from Latrigg Street to Fell View is littered with face masks and 
dog mess which needs to be reported.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 

884. Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda 
It was proposed that a new Accessibility Committee be formed aimed at improving accessibility 
around the town and on the Green etc for people with disabilities, to include a representative of 
the Town Plan Committee to feed into the funding side of things.  
The Project Gigabit was mentioned in the Rural Bulletin whereby businesses and households can 
apply for a voucher if their broadband is less than 100Mbps. Information to be shared on social 
media. 
Silloth is recognised as a good place for the disabled as it is so flat but dropped kerbs have always 
been an issue in the town. The setting up of an Accessibility Committee would be a positive thing 
and identifying where the dropped kerbs are located should be a priority. Many businesses also 
need to be more accessible, including the playgrounds. 

 
 

 RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was 
advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they were 
instructed to withdraw. 

 

885. Amounts owing to the Town Council 
There were no amounts owing to the Town Council. 

 

 
 
 
Signed………………………………………....................…............          Date...................………..........……………………. 


