
Silloth-on-Solway Town Council 
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday 8 March 2021 at 7.00pm via video conference 

 

Present:– Councillor M. Orchard (MO). 
 

Councillors 
J. Cook (JC), C. Doran (CD), A. Emmerson (AE), S. Graham (SG), V. Hope (VH), 

M. Irving (MI), A.J. Markley (AJM), J. Snaith (JS) & G. Wilkinson (GW). 
Also present: Wendy Jameson (Town Clerk) & various members of the public. 

 
In accordance with The Local Authorities & Police & Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local 
Authority & Police & Crime Panel Meetings) (England & Wales) Regulations 2020 this meeting was 
held by video conference call. 

 
834. Apologies 

  Councillor W. Jefferson (no reason given). 
 
835. Declarations of Interest 

  None. 
 

836. Exclusion of Press & Public 
It was agreed that the public be excluded for items 7 & 8 on the Agenda. 
 

837.   Public Participation 
  There were no requests from members of the public to speak at the meeting. 
   
838. Town Plan 

A committee needs to be formed to start working towards the formulation of a town plan. The Town 
Plan would need to include other organisation and groups in the town to get them on board and 
come up with ideas. There are pots of money available but there needs to be plans in place to be 
able to access the funding. There is a ‘Level up’ fund coming available. There is a lot of work involved 
in putting a plan together but the first step is getting a committee in place. There is an Environment 
fund coming to the County Council of £200k for projects brought forward by County Council 
members which could amount to £2k for each project. RESOLVED that the Committee comprise of 
Councillors J. Snaith, M. Irving, S. Graham, A.J. Markley, J. Cook & V. Hope, with the Chair and Deputy 
Chair as ex officio members. 
 

839. Tenders 
 A meeting needs to be held with event organisers to move things forward. 

There is very little going to be held on the Green this year as a lot of events have been cancelled due 
to covid. There are likely to be some sizable costs coming in for the demolition of the pensioners hut, 
the cost of a possible election and asbestos at the allotments and the Council need to look at any 
options for bringing money in. Suggestions for possible tender options could be donkey rides, land 
train. Anything that goes on the Green should be put out to tender, so that the Council are clear and 
transparent. It was agreed that the residents of Silloth be asked via social media what they would 
like to see on the Green and projects within the town.  
 

840. Fairground site 
The negative social media posts about the Council’s decision to put the fairground site out to tender 
have been disappointing. However very few people who have signed the online petition are actually 
residents of the town. Social media only gives one side of the story and doesn’t show the full picture. 
There needs to be more positive PR. Standing Orders may need to be reviewed to reflect the 
tendering process. The decision was made in 2019 to put the fairground out to tender and Fletchers 
were notified.  



Two tenders were received for the Fairground site of £5,200 and £6,000 which were considered by 
the Town Council. RESOLVED to accept the tender from Fletchers Funfairs of £6,000 to operate a 
Fairground on the seafront from 2 April 2021 to 30 September 2021. Payment to be made upfront 
and all the necessary paperwork provided prior to going on the site. The decision was not as a result 
of the negative media posts and online petition but the tender was simply the best one submitted. 
The Town Council was never against Fletchers Funfairs, despite what was posted on social media etc. 
The Town Council is accountable to the ratepayers of the town and when challenged as to why the 
site wasn’t being put out to tender, things had to change. We are living in different times now and 
going forward, the site will be put out to tender on annual basis.  

 
841. Operation London Bridge 

Following some minor amendments, the “Protocol for marking the death of a senior national figure 
or local holder of high office” was adopted by the Town Council. 

 
 

Signed………………………………………....................…............          Date...................………....………………….. 


