
Silloth-on-Solway Town Council 
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday 22 March 2021 at 7.00pm via video conference 

 

Present:– Councillor M. Orchard (MO). 
 

Councillors 
J. Cook (JC), A. Emmerson (AE), S. Graham (SG), V. Hope (VH), 

M. Irving (MI), W. Jefferson (WJ), A.J. Markley (AJM), J. Snaith (JS) & G. Wilkinson (GW). 
Also present: Wendy Jameson (Town Clerk) & members of the various sports clubs etc. 

 
In accordance with The Local Authorities & Police & Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local 
Authority & Police & Crime Panel Meetings) (England & Wales) Regulations 2020 this meeting was 
held by video conference call. 

 
842. Apologies 

  Councillor C. Doran.  
 
843. Declarations of Interest 

  None. 
 

844. Exclusion of Press & Public 
It was agreed that the public be excluded for item 10 on the Agenda. 
 

845.   Public Participation 
There were no requests from members of the public to speak at the meeting, although reports are 
to be provided by representatives of the sports clubs. 

   
846. Reports from Sports Clubs  

Rugby Club – Not a lot to report but hope to start training again from 29 March when lockdown 
restrictions are lifted. There is to be a major kitchen refurbishment with grants from the National 
Lottery of £10k, Hellrigg Community Fund £3k and Cumbria County Council of £1k. Work to be 
completed before the reopening of the club on 17 May. Everyone is keen to get going again after so 
long without a game. 
Tennis – Prior to the first lockdown, the club was struggling with numbers but after the first lockdown 
they set up ‘Tennis for Kids’ which was a tennis association initiative which gave kids six lessons, 
racket, T-shirt and balls for £30. 28 children signed up and did 6 weeks lessons over the summer 
which continued until the second lockdown. There are plans to resume on 9 April and also adult 
coaching on 13 April, along with a club night. There are new committee members and will be 
resuming an affiliation with the Lawn Tennis Association which would enable them to look for grants 
to improve the facilities and potentially moving to another site. The group is starting small and hoping 
to get as many people involved as they can. Safeguarding and DBS checks are being put in place. 
Affiliation to LTA will also provide insurance cover. The Town Council is looking to put a Town Plan in 
place and will be looking for all the sports clubs to be involved and put forward their aspirations for 
projects. Ideally the tennis club should be operating at the Eden Street sports area, with all the sports 
in one area and a sports hub. The Sports Association was set up for all the clubs to work together. 
Solway Gym – Everyone is keen to get back to the gym but the pandemic has been pretty devasting. 
Hopefully after April 12 the gym can re-open. Not been able to buy any new equipment this year but 
looking forward to seeing everyone back. 
Football – Junior football is going from strength to strength. There are 6 junior teams and they have 
just created a 7th team which is an under 8’s girl’s team. They are waiting for the FA to give new 
guidance so that risk assessments can be updated prior to starting training again soon after 29 March. 
The League resumes on 9th, 10th & 11th April.  
Men’s team was playing in the County division until March when it was suspended. The Over 35’s 
which usually play from April to August didn’t play at all. The league restarted in October which went 



on for 2 months, then lockdown again. Scheduled to start as a regionalized league on 6 April. The 
Over 35’s are also hoping to start in May. There will be two games a week in April. It will be a mini 
league of 8 teams. The sports clubs need to have a think of what they would like to see in the Town 
Plan – think big but also smaller projects. The Town Plan will help the town to tap into funding 
sources. 
 

847.  Sports Association 
There have been no meetings of Sports Association.  

 
848.  Issues/Problems etc. 

There were no issues/problems raised by the Sports clubs. An update is required regarding the trees 
overhanging the bowling green. Town Clerk to speak to the Park Manager. 

 
849.  Annual Rents 

Annual rents are to remain the same.  The possibility of the football club paying their own utility bills 
for the changing rooms has been discussed with the football club which would mean a saving for the 
Town Council of approx. £1,500. There would be no business rates to pay as the club is a non-profit 
making organization. Electricity and water for the last 12 months was approximately £500 although 
the bills have been estimated and up to date readings are currently being taken. The football club is 
happy to discuss it at their next meeting.  
 

850. Football Changing Rooms 
A report had been provided to the Council at a previous meeting about the grants awarded for the 
refurbishment of the football changing rooms which amounts to £30,695, with around £5,000 to 
come in. It was suggested that the changing rooms could be extended utilising the land on which the 
pensioners hut is located and making it a bigger project. Another possibility would be the addition 
of a public toilet which could be used by people using the play area and sports facilities. Fred Conway 
from the FA was present at the meeting and spoke about the potential of match funding available. A 
function room would also be a bonus. Craig Lewis, Football Development Manager can help with 
business plans. The whole area needs to be utilized. There is potentially a lot of funding available due 
to the lockdown, with funding often more readily available for juniors. Whitehaven are also trying to 
create a multi sports facility. The Sports Association was set up to enable to clubs to access more 
funding sources such as Sport England for example. Need to choose a big project and then some 
smaller projects to work on. Fred Conway will pass his contact details on. An extension should be a 
priority and would provide more space, along with the additional facility of a public toilet. The 
Football club need to have a meeting to agree on things. Solar panel funding can only be used for 
solar panels but can be used as match funding. Due to covid, timescales for spending funds can be 
extended. Colin has registered with the football foundation but not applied for any funds as yet. 
Football club need to have a meeting and someone from the Council will attend if required. The 
Council could assist with organizing a zoom meeting for the football club. Colin has done a 
tremendous job in applying for the funding so far. The bigger project will enable more funding to be 
applied for. The Sports Association needs to include representatives from the other sports clubs.  It 
currently focuses on the MUGA but needs to be more representative of all the clubs. It was set up to 
enable them to apply for other funding sources but also to get clubs interacting and talking to 
eachother. Paul Donald suggested that Councillor Jefferson be invited to the football club meeting, 
as he has a lot of experience when it comes to obtaining funding. The land at the other side of the 
bridge is also a potential piece of land that could be used and also between the football and rugby 
pitches.   
 
RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was 
advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they were 
instructed to withdraw. 

 
Councillor A. Emmerson left the meeting. 



851. Quotations 
Four quotations have been received for the demolition of the pensioners hut and the safe disposal 
of the asbestos ranging from £4,915 to £13,650. After some consideration, it was agreed that the 
quotation of £4,915 from Westlakes Demolition Ltd be accepted. Vote 8 for and 1 against. 
Disconnection of the electricity needs to be checked out which could cost an additional £1,500. 

 
 
 

Signed………………………………………....................…............          Date...................………....………………….. 


