
Silloth-on-Solway Town Council 
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday 1 March 2021 at 7.00pm via video conference 

 

Present:– Councillor M. Orchard (MO). 
 

Councillors 
J. Cook (JC), A. Emmerson (AE), S. Graham (SG), V. Hope (VH), 

W. Jefferson (WJ), A.J. Markley (AJM), J. Snaith (JS) & G. Wilkinson (GW).  
Also present: Wendy Jameson (Town Clerk) & various members of the public. 

 

 In accordance with The Local Authorities & Police & Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local 
Authority & Police & Crime Panel Meetings) (England & Wales) Regulations 2020 this meeting 
was held by video conference call. 

 

804. Minutes Silence 
There was a minutes’ silence at the start of the meeting for the local community during the current 
pandemic. 

 

805. Apologies 
Councillor C. Doran (unwell) & Councillor M. Irving (personal reasons). Apologies received from Cllr. 
Doran are accepted by the Council until she is able to attend meetings again.  

 

806. Declarations of Interest 
None.  

 

807. Exclusion of Press & Public 
It was agreed that the public be excluded for items 21, 22 & 23 on the Agenda. 

 

808. Chairman's Announcements 
The Council had a meeting with Mark Jenkinson MP who is going to continue to support the town. 
A lot of towns in Allerdale have received substantial government grants but there is a ‘level up’ fund 
which will enable smaller towns to apply for funding when they previously did not meet the criteria. 
A Town Plan is needed going forward. The Chairman also had a meeting with Tim Riley. There has 
been a lot of negative press lately towards the Town Council. Town Councillors are volunteers and 
make decisions for what is best for the town, not for any individual, organisation or business. The 
Town Council has limited resources. The town is pretty much self-sufficient and this year managed 
to keep the Council tax down. The pensioners hut has asbestos in it which could cost £8-10k to have 
removed. There is also asbestos at the allotments which could cost thousands and a potential 
election costing up to £4k. The Town Council could potentially need to find £20k which has not been 
budgeted for. There has been a lot of negativity towards the Council in trying to bring more revenue 
in. The Town Council is obliged to give everyone an opportunity to submit tenders but is not obliged 
to accept any tender. Cllr. Orchard read out the statement issued to the press in relation to the 
Council’s decision to put the fairground site out to tender. Town Councillors are all volunteers and 
have acted in the best interests of the ratepayers of the town. The facilities on the Green i.e. Splash 
Pad, public toilets etc all cost money to run which falls on the ratepayers of the town. The negative 
press and sustained criticism from certain quarters on social media is disappointing and unhelpful 
for the town and people of Silloth. 
The Park Manager is retiring at the end of April and staffing has been restructured. The Park 
Supervisor will be responsible for the day-to-day scheduling of work and a new Grounds 
Maintenance Operative has been sought, with 62 applications having been received. A new member 
of staff has been appointed who will be an asset to the town and will enable us to maintain the high 
standards on the Green.  

 

809. Minutes   



RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 1 February 2021 be confirmed as a true record 
and signed by the Chairman.  

810. Adjournment of meeting 
There were no requests from members of the public to speak at the meeting.  

 
 

811. Solway Community School 
David Davidson, Chair of the Governors at Solway Community School attended the meeting to 
provide an update to the Council. Community can be proud of both schools and everything they 
have achieved over the last 12 months. Both schools took part in lateral flow testing of staff and 
pupils in January and there were no positive results. School has been kept open throughout the 
lockdown. Staff have been upskilled in remote learning which will be used going forward. Schools 
will go back on 8 March and risk assessments have been updated. Staff and pupils will have to wear 
face masks at all times, along with other measures. There will be a phased return, with testing 3 
times in the first week. Students and families will then be given tests to do at home. The school is 
in a good position, with a positive morale and needs to be proud of what they have delivered. The 
Council are grateful for everything that is being done and grateful to David for attending the 
meeting. 

 

812.       Schedule of Correspondence, Notices and Publications 
RESOLVED that the schedule of correspondence, notices and publications be noted. 

a) Silloth Bowling Club - Request for the removal of the pine trees which are encroaching and 
overhanging the bowling greens. Cllr. Orchard declared an interest as his Dad had sent the 
letter in. The pine needles are falling on the Greens and the roots are causing damage. The risk 
of a child being injured if they fell from a tree is also a concern. RESOLVED that Ken & Dave 
have a look and see what can be done. 

b) Good Companions Residential Home - Copy of S106 agreement regarding the planting of trees 
on Town Council land.  There is no issue with the agreement. Some trees are to be cut down 
and replaced with some alternative ones nearby. RESOLVED that there is no issue with the 
S106 agreement. 

c) Prosecco al Fresco: Summer – Email enquiring about the possibility of having pitch on/near the 
Green this summer. This was discussed some time ago. If parked on the street she would need 
a street trading licence. If it was to go on the Green it was suggested that it be put out to 
tender. The Environmental Health team are extremely busy as they are responsible checking 
covid compliance for the whole of Allerdale but she should persist in trying to contact them. 
RESOLVED that a suitable location needs to be agreed and for Hayley to get in touch with 
Allerdale to investigate what is needed in terms of licencing and environmental health etc. 
Other tender options could also be considered by the Council to bring in revenue e.g. donkey 
rides, horse and trap rides etc and it was RESOLVED that an item be included on the Agenda 
for the meeting next week. 

d) Email regarding funding raised to refurbish the Football Changing Rooms. Colin has raised a lot 
of funds to improve the Changing Rooms which needs to be spend within a certain amount of 
time. Colin needs to be congratulated for what he has done as he has done a tremendous 
amount of work. The Council currently pays business rates on the building but if the club took 
over the bills it would be exempt from paying business rates. Meeting to be arranged with the 
sports clubs to discuss how to make progress with the project. The Town Council would have 
had to spend money on the building and it has therefore saved the ratepayers of the town. 
Progress needs to be made and the money spent.  

 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 
 
 
 
 
 

813. Planning Applications  
None. 

 

814. Committees 
No reports.  

 



815. Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies   
RESOLVED that verbal reports received from Representatives on Outside bodies be noted.  
Joint Advisory Committee – no meeting. STAG – no meeting. Sea Dyke Charity – no meeting. 
Permission is being sought for a new building on the farm and the cottage is to be renovated or 
sold.  Longcake Education Trust – postal meeting has taken place. The three Sunday schools have 
been given £100 each and the four schools £325 each.  Solway Community School & Sports Hall – 
update received from David Davidson. Friends of the Green – Funding has been raised to build new 
raised beds in the Community Garden which will be progressed. Once covid restrictions are relaxed, 
the volunteering sessions will be resumed which is something Carol is passionate about. A meeting 
is to be held at the end of March. FOG have requested that the date for the Soul on the Green event 
be rescheduled to 31 July 2021 when hopefully the covid restrictions will have been relaxed. The 
date was agreed, subject to the necessary paperwork being completed.  

 
 
 
 
 

816. Borough & County Council Reports 
Allerdale Borough Council (ABC) – Cllr. Cook – Joint breakfast briefing 2 weeks ago with Copeland 
and Allerdale Tourism. Well attended meeting. Cumbria Tourism also attended. Allerdale officers 
are still busy with the payment of Government grants. Businesses were invited to start up a business 
forum but there was no-one from Silloth interested in taking part. Possibly STAG could be used to 
get more people involved. Information to be forwarded to the Clerk and circulated on social media. 
Email will be coming from Graham Kennedy inviting local businesses to put their information on the 
Allerdale website. Information to be circulated. Cycle path should be opened at the end of March 
although a meeting needs to take place to sort out any snags.  
Cumbria County Council (CCC) & Allerdale Borough Council (ABC) – Cllr. Markley – Coastal Strategy 
drawn up by CCC has been adopted by Allerdale executive which covers from Bowness down to 
Barrow and identifies all the work needing done. A Strategy meeting took place between Allerdale 
and CCC. Local Government reform consultation is taking place. CCC budget is to be increased by 
1.99% and 1.99% for social care which is an increase of 3.98% and also putting £10m into reserves. 
Highways fund is being reduced. Environment fund of £200k to be put in place for Allerdale, to do 
trees, footpaths and environment projects. Any possible projects should be forwarded to Cllr. 
Markley. Jet patching work has started on the vast number of potholes. There is a ‘Level up’ fund 
coming but a project is needed. Allerdale budget is being consulted on and there should be an 
increase of £5 per household. Refuse collections are going well. Enforcement action is being taken 
on dog fouling and fly tipping, with information being provided on better recycling. The Coastal 
strategy is to enable funding to be accessed and the agreement is to hold the line in relation to the 
coast road (B5300). There have been four proposals put forward for the Local Government Reform. 
There is a GDF (Geological Disposal Facility) committee at Allerdale and Copeland. It was questioned 
why Allerdale has gone back on the decision made in 2013 to exclude Allerdale. Marion Fitzgerald 
can be asked to attend a meeting to explain it. If Allerdale had not joined in with it they would not 
have been able to take part in any discussions. CCC will protect its assets and has the view to hold 
the line with regards to the B5300. It also has environmental implications. Solway Street is still in 
poor condition and any issues with pot holes should be reported to CCC. 

 
 
 
 
 

817. Park Manager’s Report 
A report was provided of work done over the last month which was noted. 

 

818. Town Clerk’s Report 
The Town Clerk provided a report on work done since the last meeting which was also noted.   

 

819 Payment of Accounts 
It was RESOLVED that the payments listed in the register report to 1 March 2021 be approved for 
payment.  

 

820. Applications for financial assistance – Project Completion Forms 
Silloth Rotary Club – Copy of invoice and bank statement have been provided. The invoice is dated 
14 July 2020 but there is no corresponding payment going out until 3 February 2021 which is the 

 
 
 



day after the Council requested the additional information. There was some confusion about the 
total amount of the invoice, as the copy included in the Agenda was not clear. RESOLVED that an 
email be sent to confirm if the payment on 3 February of £1500 relates to this invoice and if so, why 
it had been paid so late.  
Solway Plain Magazine – RESOLVED that a donation of £50 be provided towards the printing of the 
magazine. 

821. Events to be held on Town Council property 
a) Cycling Event –11 September 2021 - An event is to be organised to celebrate the opening of the 

cycle path. Preferred date now is 11 September to coincide with the start of the Tour of Britain 
which is the week before depending on the covid restrictions at the time. A date is needed to 
enable them to start planning the event. The necessary paperwork will need to be submitted. It 
was questioned why the path behind the Station Road Industrial units has been been resurfaced 
yet. Cllr. Cook confirmed that there is still work to do before the cycle path is finished. RESOLVED 
that the event be agreed in principle, subject to the necessary paperwork but we need to be 
mindful that this date is the 20th anniversary of the September 11th attacks. This could be a good 
event for the town. Brief details of the event have already been received from Joe Broomfield. 
A copy of the original email will be circulated again to members of the Council. 

b) Silloth Green Day – 28th-30th May 2022, Silloth Pride – 24th – 26th June 2022 & Silloth Carnival – 
27th - 29th August 2022. Dates will be pencilled in and a meeting is to be organised with all the 
event organisers. 

c) The following 2021 events have been cancelled by the events’ organisers due to the ongoing 
pandemic – Silloth Green Day, Silloth Vintage Rally, Silloth Pride, & Silloth Carnival. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 

822. Town Plan 
It was suggested that a committee be put together to prepare a Town Plan. Cllr. Cook was to obtain 
more information and the Clerk has obtained information about the Maryport town plan. To put a 
plan in place to attract large funding would cost thousands to produce. A committee is needed to 
move things forward. A public consultation would be needed to get proper feedback on what is 
needed and put ideas forward. Details of costs involved in producing a plan will be needed. 
RESOLVED that an item be included on the Agenda for next week’s meeting. 

 

823. Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda 
None.   

 
 

824. Pensioners Hut 
The Town Council considered the contents of the Demolition Survey received from West Coast 
Surveys which confirms the existence of asbestos in the roof and floor of the building and therefore 
the recommendation is for it to be removed urgently. The Council will need to find the funds to pay 
for it and make it safe. 

 

 RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was 
advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they were 
instructed to withdraw. 

 

825. Pensioners Hut - continued 
There is asbestos in the building and therefore it needs to be made secure and also signage to warn 
of asbestos. RESOLVED that tenders be invited for the demolition of the pensioners’ hut and for the 
safe removal and disposal of the asbestos, with tenders to be returned within 3 weeks. 

 

826. Fairground site 
Tenders have been invited for the Fairground site which are to be returned by 8 March. Four 
enquiries have been received but no tenders have been returned as yet. The Town Clerk sought 
advice from the solicitor recommended by CALC and also from Allerdale Borough Council.   

 
 
 
 



827. Amounts owing to the Town Council 
There were no amounts owing to the Town Council. 

 

 
 
 
Signed………………………………………....................…............          Date...................………..........……………………. 


