
Silloth-on-Solway Town Council 
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday 11 January 2021 at 7.00pm via video conference 

 

Present:– Councillor M. Orchard (MO). 
 

Councillors 
J. Cook (JC), C. Doran (CD), A. Emmerson (AE), S. Graham (SG), V. Hope (VH), M. Irving (MI),  

W. Jefferson (WJ), A.J. Markley (AJM) & G. Wilkinson (GW).  
Also present: Wendy Jameson (Town Clerk) & various members of the public. 

 

 In accordance with The Local Authorities & Police & Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of 
Local Authority & Police & Crime Panel Meetings) (England & Wales) Regulations 2020 this 
meeting was held by video conference call. 

 

752. Apologies: Councillor J. Snaith (no reason given).  
Absent: Councillor J. McCormick. 

 

753. Declarations of Interest 
Councillor M. Irving in relation to item 17. 

 

754. Exclusion of Press & Public 
It was agreed that the public be excluded for items 18, 21 & 22 on the Agenda. 

 

755. A minute’s silence was held following the recent death of former Town Councillor Bobby Dennison 
and the Council’s thoughts go out to Bobby’s family. 

 

756. Chairman's Announcements 
A number of items will be covered later in the Agenda. 

 

757. Minutes  
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings held on 2 November 2020 be confirmed as a true 
record and signed by the Chairman.  

 

758. Adjournment of meeting 
There had been no requests from members of the public to speak at the meeting.   

 
 

759.       Schedule of Correspondence, Notices and Publications 
RESOLVED that the schedule of correspondence, notices and publications be noted. 
a) Email from a local resident about the condition of the lane between Carrs Mill and the rear of 

Lawn Terrace. The Clerk has been in touch with Highways and this is an unadopted back lane 
and they are not looking to do anything with it as it does not belong to Cumbria Highways. It 
may have been resurfaced many years ago by Carrs which may have been a goodwill gesture. 
Residents will be advised to check their own deeds as they may find they are responsible for 
the back lane directly outside their property. Reply to be sent to the local resident. 

b) Email from Irama Pte Ltd re: potential purchasing opportunity of local Community Football 
grounds or playing fields with the intentions of the continued operations for local community 
use. Part of the land was a Community Asset Transfer from Cumbria County Council and if 
sold any proceeds would have to go back to CCC. The Town Council would not be interested 
in selling any of its assets. Reply to be sent. 

c) Email from a local resident with a suggestion for the use of the hollow which could be created 
into an English Woodland. The land was part of a Community Asset Transfer from Cumbria 
County Council, with the Town Council responsible for maintaining the land. The Town Council 
is not intending to put anything on the land. It should be kept as an open green space at the 
entrance to the town and a gateway to the Green which is the town’s main asset. Behind the 
school may be a more appropriate location. The hollow is also occasionally used for overspill 
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parking during busy events and replanting of gaps in the pines should be given priority. If there 
is an alternative site, then further consideration may be given to the suggestion. Reply to be 
sent. 

d) NALC - Standards Matter 2: Public consultation and public sector surveys. Deadline extended 
to 29 January 2021. Councillors to send in their individual responses. 

e) Update regarding the Silloth & District Pensioners Hut. They have taken legal advice and as 
there are no deeds to the building which is on council land, they therefore do not legally own 
it. It was suggested that the Council needs to consider this as part of a bigger project for the 
sports area and play area etc which could attract more funding. Other groups and the 
community need to be involved. The building needs to be safe and secure.  A quote is to 
obtained for the removal of any asbestos and demolition in the first instance, before 
considering a bigger project.  

f) Solway Coast AONB – Research to understand objectives and functions for uses of the 
Discovery Centre prior to wider public survey. Consideration needs to be given on what the 
building can be used for. Sustainability is always an issue, with other venues relying on a café 
facility to generate income. The building is owned by Allerdale Borough Council but Allerdale 
may not always be there and the building could easily become a liability. There is so much 
history to get out there about Skinburness, the AONB, the Mill, the Docks and the Airfield etc. 
Councillors to send in their individual responses. 

g) Allerdale Borough Council – Reply from Joe Broomfield regarding the standing water between 
Beckfoot and Allonby adjacent to the cycle path. One particular area of flooding was where 
the path has gone through the middle of a soakaway. The cycle path needs to be completed 
and any issues passed on to the relevant authority. Mike Johnston is the portfolio holder at 
Allerdale. Councillor Cook has asked for a site visit to look at it before it is completed to resolve 
any issues. Any problems need to be reported to Allerdale. 

h) Allerdale Borough Council Budget Consultation 2021/22. Consultation closes 15 January 2021. 
Councillors to send in their individual responses.  

i) Football Container – Update from the junior football regarding the painting of the football 
container. One side of the container is still to be painted when weather and time permits. 
Delivery was at a time convenient by the company. The orange container belonging to the 
rugby club also needs to be moved from the end of the squash court and painted which was 
put there when the MUGA was being built. The sports facilities are for the people of Silloth to 
use and they need somewhere to store equipment. Every councillor had the opportunity to 
have a look at where the container was to be sited and let the Council know if there were any 
issues but there were no comments received and therefore it was presumed everyone was 
happy with the location. Councillor Doran sent the Town Clerk a number of photographs of 
the whole sports area. The sooner a project can be put together and bids for funding 
submitted, then hopefully a resolution will be found although plans will take a while to 
formulate. This is not a permanent situation.  

j) Solfest Premises Licence Application – Consultation end 20 January 2021. There were no 
issues with the application. Reply to be sent. 

k) Email from the owner of a property at Bridge View regarding the siting of the container 
adjacent to their property. The container is presently in the best location for users of the 
sports facilities. When a project has been developed consideration can be given to moving it. 
Explanation to be provided on why it has not been fully painted. The resident was permitted 
to speak in the meeting and understands the reasons for needing storage but felt it could 
have been put between the two properties narrow ways on behind the sheds which would 
have been less visible. Need to meet with the rugby club to look at getting the orange 
container painted and moved. Once the trees grow the container will be less visible. Town 
Council will not be paying to move it but will look at it when a project has been put together 
for the whole area.  

l) Email from an allotment holder asking for an update on work being undertaken to resolve the 
flooding issues at the allotments. Drains have collapsed and the grounds maintenance lads 
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carried out some work to the drains but have been held up with the rain and frost etc and will 
probably need to wait until the weather improves in the Spring. There needs to be an 
allotment site meeting at the earliest opportunity but it is difficult presently due to the 
lockdown. When an allotment holder vacates a plot the main issue is the mess that is left 
behind. There is a large plot where the main drainage problem is it contains a lot of asbestos. 
When the allotments began the only access to water was a standpipe but allotment holders 
have over the years put their own taps in, with the people of Silloth paying for the water used. 
The Council is not looking to make a profit but whoever pays the rent is responsible for the 
buildings on that plot. Councillor Wilkinson provided the Clerk with a newspaper cutting with 
details of the rents paid at Aspatria which are much higher than Silloth. Allotment holders are 
happy to pay for rents and water if the drainage is sorted. Low rents have been a historical 
problem. Some of the larger plots have been split into smaller ones to allow more people to 
have an allotment. A meeting is needed which may need to be a zoom meeting initially and 
need to get allotment holders working with the Council on this.  

760. Planning Applications  
Ref No: HOU/2020/0157 Applicant: Mr & Mrs Jamie & Amanda Carruthers Proposal: Two storey 

gable extension Location: 48 The Crofts, Silloth 

 

761. Committees 
No meetings. 

 

762. Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies   
RESOLVED that verbal reports received from Representatives on Outside bodies be noted.  
Joint Advisory Committee – The 5-year AONB plan has been completed and the final printed 
version is now available. Copies will be available from Naomi for members of the Council. 
Congratulations from Councillor Cook on what is a brilliant report. STAG – Copy of new constitution 
and 19/20 Accounts will be provided to the Clerk in the next few days. Sea Dyke Charity – No 
meeting but there is a planning application going through to extend the sheds at Swinsty Farm. 
Longcake Education Trust – No meeting but there is to be a meeting next month over the phone. 
Solway Community School & Sports Hall – The chair of the Governors is to be invited to a future 
meeting. Friends of the Green – The volunteers have done an excellent job clearing the woodland 
area, around the toilet block and the community garden beds. They have also made floral 
decorations which have been sold to raise funds for FOG. A photographic pet competition was also 
organised and a lottery scheme to raise money for bird feed. £6k funding has been obtained from 
Cumbria County Council to do the four raised beds in the Community Garden. It is fantastic what 
they have done and it is becoming a sustainable community group who should be thanked for what 
they have done. Thanks to go to local businesses who have supported the volunteers. Thanks to all 
the volunteers which includes people from out of town. It is a great team effort and a good model. 
It was questioned whether volunteers are still going on the Green during the lockdown. Volunteers 
can go on the Green and work on their own as some have their own keys to the tool shed but 
volunteers are not being called out, as gatherings are not allowed. They are allowed to go out on 
their own and do their exercise, as long as they don’t meet up.  Sports Association – There has not 
been a meeting but Councilor Orchard has spoken to the Chair of the Football Club. Also received 
an email from David Wise about the tennis courts. The tennis club will be renewing their 
membership with the Lawn Tennis Association. The tennis courts are not as good as they should be 
and there should be a meeting of the Sports Association to look at getting them resurfaced with 
concrete or cement and possibly look at funding for lighting. This could be part of a town plan. 
Coastal Community Team – There was a meeting but the Chairman was unable to attend. 
Suggestions were being sought on how to spend any excess funds and the suggestion was made to 
resurface the car park next to the Big Fella sculpture on Skinburness Road but the decision was 
made to spend the funds on a car park at Allonby which would create an access to the cycle path. 

 
 
 
 
 



The allocation of money was not sufficient to do the car park on Skinburness or next to West Beach 
which was going to be a big project.  

763. Borough & County Council Reports 
Cumbria County Council (CCC) & Allerdale Borough Council (ABC) – Cllr. Markley – Work to Solway 
Street will hopefully be completed this week. There has been an issue with a vibration roller being 
used. They’ve had to go down quite deep and can’t use a planer because it is a cobbled street. 
Greenrow corner - there are traffic lights on at the moment and the road will be closed for a time 
but they will use traffic lights for as long as possible. CCC have been out gritting. They are looking 
for electric vehicle charging points and the Town Council may need to look for somewhere suitable 
in Silloth. Bin collections are up and running. They have had a covid outbreak but are hoping to 
continue with the staff they have. There has been a complaint from a local resident on Solway 
Street about structural damage to her property and she was told to get in touch with her MP. CCC 
have been trying to get in touch with her. Cllr. Graham will pass on her mobile number and Cllr. 
Markley will pick it up again. A number of Waver Street residents are also annoyed by the noise 
and damage to their properties by the vibration. The lack of communication is a real issue, with 
residents of Mary Street having received no letters from CCC. Copy of reply from CCC to be sent to 
all councillors. Letter to be sent to Amber to express the concerns for the continuation of the work 
on the rest of Solway Street after the problems during the current work. It was questioned whether 
the setts could be reused for something as part of a project for the school. These are currently 
being stored in the Fire Station yard. 
Allerdale Borough Council (ABC) – Cllr. Cook – Currently concentrating on getting the vaccination 
points up and running, with the closest one being at Wigton. The R rate is quite frightening on the 
West coast and we need to make people aware to stay safe. Local Government reform is moving 
forward and there is talk about cancelling elections in May. 
 
It was suggested that the invitation be renewed to Cllr. Martin to attend Town Council meetings to 
hear what he is doing at Allerdale. 

 
 

764. Park Manager’s Report 
The Park Manager had provided a report on work done over the last month which was noted. 

 

765. Town Clerk’s Report 
The Town Clerk provided a report on work done since the last meeting which was also noted.  

 

766. Payment of Accounts 
After a few questions and clarification provided by the Town Clerk, it was RESOLVED that the 
payments listed in the register report to 11 January 2021 be approved for payment.  

 

767. Applications for financial assistance – Completion Report Forms 
Friends of Silloth Green – completed form received.  
Silloth Rotary Club – form outstanding. Reminder to be sent. No further funding to be provided 
until the completion report is received.  
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768. Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) 
Completion of the limited assurance review for the year ended 31 March 2020 – The external 
auditor report and certificate has been received. The Council received refunds of £3,742 which 
were included under income but the auditor has asked that they be netted off from the relevant 
expenditure rather than shown as income which will be done in the future. When completing next 
year’s AGAR, the prior year comparatives will also need to be amended. 

 

769. Events to be held on Town Council property 
a) Proposal for fairground rides at events on the Green to bring in revenue to the Town Council 

The Town Council discussed its aspirations at the last meeting which would generate more 

 



money for the Town Council and guarantee income for the events. From the emails received, 
the Rotary and Carnival Committee are against the idea but the Vintage Rally committee 
understand what the Town Council are wanting to do. The Town Council had agreed previously 
to look at working with a third party to provide fairground rides at events and needed more 
feedback from the event organisers. No events are planned imminently. There needs to be a 
closed meeting with the event organisers to try and iron it out. The third party would provide 
entertainment in the form of fairground rides, provide the Council with an income and 
guarantee the event organisers the same income as previous years. If there is a guaranteed 
revenue, it was questioned why there is the issue although it has been suggested that there 
may be a risk of some events moving out of town. It was suggested that no events should take 
place on the Green until it is sorted out. The Council needs to know what it wants to do, before 
meeting with the various event organisers and also be careful about information being put into 
the public realm. We have heard what others want to do but the Council needs to decide what 
it wants. No-one can put an event on the Green without the Town Council’s permission. A 
costed budget should be provided for an event, with details of anticipated income and 
expenditure etc. Town Council can no longer run events for nothing and there should be 
something coming back into the Town. The Green is a major asset for the whole county and 
there should be money coming in from other sources i.e. Allerdale and County Council. There 
should be a guaranteed income coming in from events. For events to operate there needs to 
be a guaranteed return to ensure the continuation of events in the future. It was recommended 
that event organisers provide a fully costed proposals for the event project and on completion 
to file a return showing where the money has gone.  

b) Date for proposed cycling event – The dates keep changing for the cycle event and it was 
suggested that a fully costed budget be provided. Joe has requested the use of the Green but 
there are no details of what revenue may be coming into the town. More information to be 
requested. 

c) Application for Sat 28 – Mon 30 May 2022 and the Queen’s platinum jubilee celebrations 
Thurs 2 – Sun 5 June 2022 - No information has been received on what the events are going to 
be.  More information is to be requested.  

770. Application for a memorial bench 
An application was received for a memorial bench for Tom & Therese Hall which was approved by 
the Town Council. The Town Clerk will liaise with the family and make the necessary arrangements. 

 

771. Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda 
Cllr. M. Irving - Received various emails and phone calls from residents about lack of access to 
audiology services as a result of the Discovery Centre being closed. Cllr. Irving will provide 
information for the next meeting. 
Cllr. J. Cook – It was suggested that the Council have a minute’s silence at the start of every meeting 
as a mark of respect for the local community at this stressful time. 

 
 

 RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was 
advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they were 
instructed to withdraw. 

 

772. Budgets 
a) 2020/21 Budget - The Clerk provided a report comparing the actual expenditure to date with 

the overall budget for 2019/20. Everything is on track. Additional funding of £5k is to come in 
from Hellrigg towards the cost of two speed indicator signs. 

b) 2021/22 Budget - The Clerk produced some draft budget figures for 2021/22 together with 
notes to accompany the budget which were considered and discussed by the Town Council in 
detail. Meeting to be arranged with the Football club about the running costs of the football 
changing rooms. Charges for groups using the Community Hall need to be looked at but once 
solar panels are installed it should help to reduce the costs. £10,000 included for play 

 



equipment but this funding could be used as part of a bigger project and in the interim period 
repairs will be carried out when required. Next year could be a much better year, with more 
people staying in the UK for their holidays which will hopefully benefit the town and it was 
suggested that further consideration should be given to charging for overnight camper van 
parking to bring in some additional revenue. Other funding sources need to be looked at 
including Allerdale and the County Council etc. An explanation of the budget is to be included 
in the Solway Buzz etc. Pensioners hut will be incorporated into a bigger project for the sports 
area and play area. Price to be obtained for the building to be inspected for asbestos and ensure 
it is safe and secure. Cllr. Cook will speak to Ian Ward tomorrow and liaise with the Clerk. 
Various adjustments were made to reduce the draft figures for the coming year, being mindful 
of the covid situation and plans for future projects. 
 
Taking into account the level of reserves at the end of this current financial year which are 
anticipated to be approx. £57,558, including £20,000 reserve for the ongoing maintenance of 
the new footpath from West Silloth and £21,000 Silloth Gren reserve from the sale of machinery 
and equipment in 2020. It was RESOLVED that the total funding requirement for 2021/22 will 
be £172,995, with the Precept to be requested from Allerdale Borough Council. Using the draft 
Council Tax base figure of £835.38 provided by Allerdale, this would result in a £207.08 charge 
on a Band D property for the Town Council’s element of the Council Tax bill which is an increase 
of £4.94 on last year.  

773. Staffing Requirements 
The Park Manager retires in April and the Council therefore needs to look at adding a member of 
staff to the team. The Staffing Committee have recommended that the Park Manager role is not 
replaced. Any issues would need to be brought to the attention of the Town Clerk who is the line 
manager. The new position would have the extra responsibility of setting the work schedule for the 
week and deciding what day to day jobs are to be done, for which there will be an increase in the 
hourly rate of pay. The second member of staff would be an operative, with a wage dependent on 
their experience. Both positions would be on a 6-month probationary period. There will be two 
members of staff doing exactly the same jobs but with the more senior member of staff having the 
extra responsibility of deciding who does what. The senior role would be offered to existing staff 
initially and if agreed, then the vacancy for an operative would be advertised. Town Clerk would be 
responsible for the staff rota and holidays etc. Job titles were discussed – Senior Park 
Operative/Park Operative or Supervisor/Charge hand. If the senior role was not filled internally, the 
job would be advertised. Meeting to be arranged with existing Park supervisor so that he knows 
what has been decided. 
The vacancy needs to be advertised as soon as possible and interviews arranged, with a view to 
having someone in position during March and April before the Park Manager leaves. Weekend 
working in the winter will end but the hours will be added to the summer working hours which will 
save the lads having to come out in all weathers. After some discussion, it was agreed that some 
sort of electronic timekeeping be installed and also weekly timesheets to be completed. There was 
also a suggestion for having CCTV connected to 3G which would also protect the Council’s assets 
and be accessible remotely which will be investigated. Job advert and job description to be drafted, 
with interviews to be held by zoom. Two councillors (Chair & Deputy), along with the Clerk and Park 
Manager. Cllr. Markley or Cllr. Doran will be in reserve if the Park Manager is not available. Email 
to be sent to the Park Supervisor with details of what has been decided and a zoom meeting to be 
arranged with the Clerk & Chairman, to discuss it. 

 

774. Amounts owing to the Town Council 
There were no amounts owing to the Town Council. 

 

 
 
Signed………………………………………....................…............          Date...................………..........……………………. 


