
Silloth-on-Solway Town Council 
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday 1 February 2021 at 7.00pm via video conference 

 

Present:– Councillor M. Orchard (MO). 
 

Councillors 
J. Cook (JC), A. Emmerson (AE), S. Graham (SG), V. Hope (VH), M. Irving (MI),  

W. Jefferson (WJ), A.J. Markley (AJM), J. McCormick (JM) & G. Wilkinson (GW).  
Also present: Wendy Jameson (Town Clerk) & various members of the public. 

 

 In accordance with The Local Authorities & Police & Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local 
Authority & Police & Crime Panel Meetings) (England & Wales) Regulations 2020 this meeting 
was held by video conference call. 

 

781. Minutes Silence 
There was a minutes silence at the start of the meeting for the local community during the current 
pandemic. 

 

782. Apologies 
Councillor C. Doran (unwell).  

 

783. Declarations of Interest 
None. The Chairman would like members of the Council to declare any interests they may have in 
anything on the Agenda.  

 

784. Exclusion of Press & Public 
It was agreed that the public be excluded for items 20, 21 & 22 on the Agenda. Also item aa) under 
correspondence which may be contractual. 

 

785. Chairman's Announcements 
The Chairman had attended various staffing meetings which will be discussed later in the meeting.  

 

786. Minutes  
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings held on 11 January 2021 be confirmed as a true record 
and signed by the Chairman.  

 

787. Adjournment of meeting 
Councillor S. Graham read out a letter on behalf of Mrs J. Potts regarding the recent work done to 
the road on Solway Street and the damage caused to her property as a result. If there is any future 
work done on Solway Street they need to be mindful of the issues that have arisen. Councillor 
Markley has been in touch with Cumbria Highways about the matter.  

 
 

788.       Schedule of Correspondence, Notices and Publications 
RESOLVED that the schedule of correspondence, notices and publications be noted. 
a) Associated British Ports – Re: pothole. If a member of the public got hurt on ABP property, 

access in, on and across would be curtailed, with a gated vehicular access only for Golf club 
members, convalescent home and dock traffic. Tim will investigate if repairs can be done. The 
pothole has subsequently been filled with gravel. Councillor Orchard will speak to Tim.  

b) Silloth Railway Station – Email suggesting that a plaque be sited near the Railway Station telling 
the history of the line which closed in 1966. The only remaining sign of the railway is the bridge. 
All the old buildings have now gone. Any sign would need to go where the station was located 
and would possibly need to speak to the homeowners. It can be considered in the future when 
the Council looks at potential history projects. Reply to be sent. 

c) Email from Mark Jenkinson MP offering to attend a Council meeting to discuss planning reform. 
It was agreed that the Council would welcome a meeting with Mark Jenkinson and that a 

 
 
 
 
 
MO 
 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 
 



separate meeting be held but it is important that everyone should try to attend. Reply to be 
sent to arrange a date for a meeting. 

d) Fletchers Amusements – Email asking to book the ground at Silloth by the seafront from March 
to September 2021. To be discussed later in the meeting. 
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789. Planning Applications  
None. 

 

790. Committees 
No reports. Terms of reference for the committees are normally reviewed in May. When possible, 
a meeting of the Parks Committee is to be held to look at what needs done around the Green and 
other areas.  

 

791. Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies   
RESOLVED that verbal reports received from Representatives on Outside bodies be noted.  
Joint Advisory Committee – no report. STAG – no report. Sea Dyke Charity – no report.  Longcake 
Education Trust – meeting next week. Solway Community School & Sports Hall – The chair of the 
Governors is to be invited to the next meeting. Invitation to be sent from the Council. Friends of the 
Green – Funding of £7,000 has been received from Cumbria County Council and a further £2,500 
from Robin Rigg towards the construction of the raised beds in the Community Garden which can 
now go ahead. The volunteers are a committed group of people who want to assist the grounds 
maintenance team. Gardening is very therapeutic. Sports Association – no meeting. Coastal 
Community Team – no meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 

792. Borough & County Council Reports 
Allerdale Borough Council (ABC) – Cllr. Cook – They are asking JLL to open up the Workington sports 
hall for vaccinations. There is a tourism breakfast briefing on 12 February with Copeland which is 
open to all local businesses. Planning officers will be there and also Cumbria Tourism. Link to be 
shared again on the Town Council’s social media platforms.  
Cumbria County Council (CCC) & Allerdale Borough Council (ABC) – Cllr. Markley – Bin collections 
are going well but if there are any covid issues they will be dealt with. Allerdale and Cumbria County 
Council’s Allerdale Local Committee have combined together to provide £25k towards the cost of 
computers for local schools within Allerdale. Silloth Library will be opening on Friday 5 February 
between 9.30am and 4.00pm (closed from 12-1.00 for lunch). Solway Street and Greenrow is now 
open. Coast road will start to be repaired in March. There will be money coming to the Allerdale 
local committee for public footpaths and if there are any in need of attention then contact the local 
committee. Carlisle Borderlands is going ahead, with a lot to be done to Carlisle Station. Maryport 
been allocated £11m. Government has agreed that the decision on the coalmine is to be made by 
the County Council.  
Resurfacing of the path behind the industrial units on Station Road which runs from Link Close to 
Station Mews was going to be looked at as part of the new cycle path. Councillor Cook will take it 
up with Joe Broomfield at Allerdale. There is still some work to be done. This may also qualify for 
the public footpaths funding from the Allerdale local committee. 
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793. Park Manager’s Report 
The Park Manager had provided a report on work done over the last month which was noted. 

 

794. Town Clerk’s Report 
The Town Clerk provided a report on work done since the last meeting which was also noted.  

 

795. Payment of Accounts 
It was RESOLVED that the payments listed in the register report to 1 February 2021 be approved for 
payment.  

 



796. Applications for financial assistance – Project Completion Forms 
Silloth Rotary Club – The Project Completion Form has been returned with various invoices 
although there is no bank statement/accounts. There also needs to be a proper invoice provided 
for the hand sanitising stations, as there is no address or invoice number on it. Email to be sent 
requesting the additional information.  
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797. Events to be held on Town Council property 
An informative email was received seeking permission to hold a Truck Show on Silloth Green in 
2022. It was agreed that the matter be deferred until the Council has a meeting with all the event 
organisers. Dates will be pencilled in but not confirmed until a meeting takes place. 

 

798. Audiology Services 
During the pandemic people with hearing difficulties have not been able to access the audiology 
services which is normally available at the Discovery Centre and have struggled to get batteries etc. 
The library will be reopening on Friday 5 February which will resolve the issues. Information to be 
posted on social media and ask for a notice to be posted at the Discovery Centre. 
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799. Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda 
Councillor Graham asked if future Agendas can be streamlined as the same things are being 
discussed week after week.  Decisions need to be taken and things dealt with.   

 
 

 RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was 
advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they were 
instructed to withdraw. 

 

800. Staffing Matters 
Our existing staff member has agreed to take on the additional responsibility with an increase in 
pay and annual pay rise. The position of grounds maintenance operative has been advertised and 
interviews will take place, with hopefully someone in place during March & April. Mark, Graham & 
Ken to do the interviews, with Carol as reserve if Ken is not available. 

 

801. Quotations 
Quotation received from West Coast Surveys Ltd for an Asbestos Refurbishment & Demolition 
Survey which is necessary before any demolition can take place. The quotation was accepted by the 
Town Council. The Clerk will arrange for the survey to be carried out and also contact Ian Ward. 
Quotations to be obtained to undertake the demolition. They will need to be mindful that the 
building is within close proximity to a children’s play area and sports ground.  
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802. Amounts owing to the Town Council 
There were no amounts owing to the Town Council. 

 

803. Fairground site 
An email has been received asking to book the ground at the seafront for the fairground from March 
to September 2021. It was agreed months ago that the site be put out to tender which will bring in 
extra revenue. Guidance has been sought from Allerdale and also CALC & NALC on whether it can 
be put out to tender but it has been advised to get a legal opinion from a solicitor who specialises 
in parish and town councils. It was agreed to contact the solicitor recommended by CALC to obtain 
their opinion and press on with putting the area out to tender as a fairground facility with 
concessions as soon as possible, with tenders to be returned for the March meeting. With the 
current pandemic it is questionable whether any events will take place this year. 
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Signed………………………………………....................…............          Date...................………..........……………………. 


