
Silloth-on-Solway Town Council 
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday 11 November 2019 at 7.00pm at Silloth Community Hall 

 
Present:– Cllr. M. Orchard (MO). 

 
Councillors  

M. Irving (MI), C. Bell (CB) & G. Wilkinson (GW). 
Also present: Wendy Jameson – Town Clerk, Steven Hart & Colin Baty. 

 

417. Apologies 
Cllrs. A.J. Markley, J. McCormick, J. Cook, W. Jefferson & P. Donald. Also Lindsey Whitham. 

 

418. Declarations of Interest 
None. 

 

419. Exclusion of Press & Public 
None. 

 

420. Reports from Sports Clubs 
Fitness Centre – The gym has been going for over 16 years and some new equipment has been 
bought. To book the MUGA people go into the gym which is working well. 
MUGA – The MUGA is being used 6 days a week for scheduled bookings. All bills have been paid off 
and now asking for a modular building. 
Football – 25 have booked and paid to train in advance but 6 didn’t turn up because of the cold. 
The modular building or portacabin will help, with somewhere for the parents to wait. It all boils 
down to cost. £3k for a virtually new portacabin or £15-50k for a modular building. If solar panels 
are used, then it could cover the electricity costs. Funding could be obtained through Robin Rigg 
and Hellrigg. It costs £360 per quarter to service the MUGA. The MUGA is hired out at £10 p/h for 
kids. Need to make approx. £8k p.a. to cover costs and to build up a fund to replace the surface of 
the MUGA in years to come. There are a lot of very keen kids playing football and there is also the 
potential for a girl’s football team. There are seven teams at the moment. There is very little for 
the older kids. One of the support pillars on the football changing rooms needs replaced. Prices are 
being obtained for either wooden or metal supports. The Changing Rooms are in need of attention 
but it has helped getting the electrics replaced. R&T Tours is now a big thing. When the football 
tournaments are on, they are the busiest weekends for the holiday parks. Soccer camps are also 
done now which are very popular. 
Rugby – Slow start. They now have a recognised coach, with Darren Irwin, who has taken over. 
There are more lads coming back. Don’t have youngsters coming up through the schools playing 
rugby to progress into playing for Silloth. 
Will need commitment from the Council to allow land to be used for the portacabin/modular 
building.  
Old hockey pitch which is used for football training needs better maintained – needs sand and seed 
added to it. Lights have been put on the back of the rugby floodlights to illuminate the old hockey 
pitch.  
Can’t speak for the whole Council but those present are not against the idea of a 
portacabin/modular building. 
Speed bumps have helped to slow the traffic down.  Along with the new path and the MUGA, the 
sports area is looking good.  
It was questioned what is happening with the old pensioners hut. They had been quoted £7k to 
demolish and remove it, plus the cost of having the asbestos removed. 
A high fence at the end of the football pitch would be good, to stop kids being hit by footballs.   

 
 
 

421. Issues/Problems etc 
Supports for the Changing Rooms are to be repaired/replaced. Quotes are being sought. 

 



422. Annual Rents 
The Town Council reviewed the annual rents and it was RESOLVED to leave the rents the same:- 
Football Club £339, Rugby Club £411, Fitness Centre £1030 & Sports Association £200. The Town 
Council may not be able to provide grants etc but supports the clubs in terms of providing the 
facilities, payment of utility bills, maintaining the pitches and the facilities etc. As a Town, Silloth is 
doing well and has better facilities than a lot of places. 

 

 
 
Signed………………………………………....................…............          Date...................………..........……………………. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


