
Silloth-on-Solway Town Council 
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday 10 June 2019 at 7.00pm at Silloth Community Hall 

 

Present:– Cllr. M. Orchard (MO). 
 

Councillors 

C. Bell (CB), J. Cook (JC), A.J. Markley (AJM), S. Graham (SG), W. Jefferson (WJ),  
O. Martin (OM), J. Snaith (JS), G. Wilkinson (GW).  

Also present: Wendy Jameson – Town Clerk & PCSO Peter Nichol. 
 

244. Apologies 
Cllrs. M. Irving & J. McCormick. 

 

245. Co-option 
Applications were received from three candidates - Paul Donald, Karen Groucott & Ian Ward for 
co-option on to the Town Council. Karen Groucott was proposed by Cllr. M. Orchard and seconded 
by Cllr. J. Cook. Paul Donald was proposed by Cllr. J. Snaith and seconded by Cllr. G. Wilkinson. 
RESOLVED that a secret ballot be undertaken. Vote 5 for and 4 against.  
The Town Council then voted on the co-option. Paul Donald received 5 votes and Karen Groucott 
received 4 votes. RESOLVED that Paul Donald was duly co-opted onto the Town Council having 
receive the majority vote. 
 
Following the announcement of the vote, Council candidate Karen Groucott left the room 
followed by her husband Peter. Cllr. Owen Martin stood up and gestured to Cllr. John Cook to 
leave with him which he did. Cllr. John Cook immediately returned into the room and prompted 
Cllr. Carmel Bell to also leave. 

 

246. Declarations of Interest 
As recorded. 

 

247. Exclusion of Press & Public 
It was agreed that the public be excluded for item 30 & 31 on the Agenda. 

 

248. Chairman's Announcements 
Cllr. Wilkinson had attended the Mayor making ceremony at Workington and also the Associated 
British Ports meeting, along with Cllr. Markley. 

 

249. Minutes  
It was RESOLVED that after a minor amendment, the minutes of the meeting held on 13 May 2019 
be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  

 

250. Police Report 
A Police report was provided by PCSO Peter Nichol by email which was circulated to members of 
the Council. There are two PCSO’s covering Silloth but the area they now cover is much bigger. 
There has been a theft of a motor vehicle over the weekend and enquiries are ongoing.  

 
 
 

251. Adjournment of Meeting 
A request was received from Rachel Ingrams to speak at the meeting. The meeting was adjourned 
to allow her to speak about the community campaign for Silloth to become a single-use plastic 
free town by 2022 which needs the Town Council’s backing. Item to be included on the next 
agenda to discuss the matter. 

 

252. Schedule of Correspondence, Notices and Publications 
RESOLVED that the schedule of correspondence, notices and publications be noted. 

 
 



a) Fly the Red Ensign for Merchant Navy Day on 3 September - Invitation from Seafarers UK 
for the Council to support this year’s campaign. RESOLVED that the Council get involved 
again this year. 

b) Request from Solway Fitness Centre for a wooden section to be replaced on the fitness 
centre roof which appears to be rotten.  Clerk to obtain quotes for the necessary work.  

c) 75th Anniversary of VE Day – Email outlining plans for VE Day 75 being organised on 8th to 10 
May 2020. It would be good for the Town Council to do something especially with having 
the RAFA club in the town and the airfield etc. RESOLVED that further consideration be 
given and included on future agendas.  

d) Email from Bryan Craig, Neighbourhood Planning Champion for the NW of England on 
behalf or Locality.org. He is happy to come through to Silloth and talk to the Working Group 
and Town Council. Silloth Green project was a 10 year long project and there is not the 
funding available that there was then. Need to maintain what there is now.  Sustainability is 
the priority. Need a plan to see what can be obtained. Town Clerk to see what Mr Craig can 
offer, with a view to setting up a meeting with him.  

e) Silloth & District Pensioners Association – re: Future of the Recreation Hall, Eden Street 
Playing Fields. Update following conversation with Allerdale Borough Council. The building 
is going down hill and they have no deeds. The hut was given to them by the Blake family 
and was only being used for coffee mornings. The roof is made from asbestos and it is going 
to cost £7k + vat to demolish.  The building needs to be disposed of and it would be wrong 
for the Council and Silloth ratepayers to end up responsible for the cost. They are not using 
the building anymore and seeking support from the Town Council in submitting the 
planning permission, the cost of which could be reduced by 50%. The group are using the 
Community Hall now for the meetings and if the hall was also used for their coffee 
mornings it would save them money which could be used towards the demolition costs. 
Cllr. Wilkinson to speak to the pensioners association and report back.     

f) Email from Vicky appealing against the decision regarding the serving hatch and also 
pointing out that the cabin was completely boxed in on Green Day. Vicky’s comments were 
noted and it was agreed that the Town Council should protect it’s concession. Event 
organisers to be asked to keep access to the cabin clear. Permission also to be granted for 
the serving hatch but for security to kept in mind when constructing the hatch. Reply to be 
sent to Vicky.  

g) Green Flag Award Ceremony – Tuesday 16th July at the Wirral. Cllr. Jefferson, Wilkinson and 
the Town Clerk met with two Green Flag judges on 30 May.  A lot of questions were asked 
and they recognised the progress that had been made. The Green shouldn’t be too 
manicured and should keep its wildness. They appreciated the development and effort 
taken to maintain what we’ve got. The bed outside the Criffel Street toilets was a huge task 
but is managed brilliantly and also the Edwardian woodland bed which will be a haven for 
wildlife. The judges questioned whether there could be future collaboration between ‘in 
bloom’ and Green flag but there would need to be changes on a local level before that 
could happen. 

h) Free CALC Conference 22 June at Stoneybeck Inn, Penrith. Flyer and booking form. 
Completed booking form to be returned by 17 June 2019.  Cllrs. to respond individually if 
they wish to attend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GW 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 
 

253. Planning Applications  
None. 

 

254. Committee Reports 
None. 

 

255. Licences  
None. 

 



256. Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies   
RESOLVED that verbal reports received from Representatives on Outside bodies be noted.  
Joint Advisory Committee – Meeting next week. STAG – no report. Sea Dyke Charity – things are 
ongoing with the farm. Longcake Education Trust – meeting Thursday. Solway Community School 
– no report. Sports Hall – no report. Friends of the Green – no meeting. Sports Association – no 
meeting. Coastal Community Team – there are reservations about the route going around 
Dubmill. 

 
 
 
 
 

257. Allerdale & County Council Reports 
RESOLVED that verbal reports received from Allerdale and County Councillors be noted.  
Allerdale Borough Council – Waste is a big issue at the moment. They are trying to address the 
issues and find their feet. Cllr. Markley has a meeting arranged with Graham Kennedy and the 
leader of the Council. Allerdale has launched a new Facelift scheme which covers Silloth & 
Aspatria. Information is available online along with application forms. 
Cumbria County Council – Work at Dubmill is on schedule. County Council is concentrating on 
area planning. Dropped kerbs are needed for Holliday Crescent to the Crofts but will wait until the 
new footpath is installed.   

 
 

258. Park Manager’s Report 
A list of work undertaken over the last month was provided and noted.   

 

259. Town Clerk’s Report 
The Town Clerk provided a report on work done since the last meeting which was noted. The Clerk 
attended a course at Allerdale Boroughb Council on the use of Social Media. One thing of note 
from the social media training was the advice that Councillors should use social media for the 
purposes of ‘social good’ rather than using it to criticise the Council and fellow councillors which 
has been happening quite a bit throughout Allerdale and is no better than playground antics. 

 

260. Payment of Accounts 
RESOLVED that the payments listed in the register reports to 10 June 2019 be approved for 
payment.  

 

261. Applications for financial assistance 
None. 

 

262. Applications for events 
None. 

 

263. Risk Management Review 
The Town Clerk had carried out a review of the Councils risk assessments and put together a 
report detailing additional controls required to prevent potential risks. The report was accepted 
by the Council, with the necessary controls to be implemented. Annual inspection has taken place 
of the play areas and a meeting of the Play Equipment Committee is required to consider the 
reports received. 

 

264. School Council 
It was suggested that the Council consider getting both schools involved via the school councils.  
Item not discussed as Cllr. Martin was not present.  

 

265. Kids growing vegetables 
It was suggested that kids should be involved in growing their own vegetables and questioned if 
the schools do anything.  Item not discussed as Cllr. Bell was not present. 

 

266. Dropped kerbs   



Additional dropped kerbs are needed to make access better for residents in the pensioners 
bungalows on Esk Street. An email has been received from Cumbria Highways to confirm that the 
crossing for Solway Street/Esk Street has been included in the works package for this financial year 
but they are unsure of the location for the dropped kerbs for Esk Street/Skiddaw Street. Further 
information to be provided as to the location.   

 
 
 
WEJ 

267. Standing Orders 
RESOLVED that members of the Council be mindful of Standing Orders, speak through the Chair 
and not talk when others are addressing the Council.      

 

268. Cemetery at Causewayhead 
Following complaints received from members of the public, Cllr. M. Orchard provided an update 
regarding the maintenance of the cemetery.  Cllr. Orchard met with Stewart Henderson who is 
area manager of Tivoli and walked around the cemetery. Maintenance was done on a 6 weekly 
cycle but has agreed for it to be doubled up and graves will be cut on a 2-weekly cycle. The road 
sweeper will also be going into the cemetery. All the beds have been done. Extra care will be 
given going forward. There shouldn’t be items on the grass in front of headstones as it makes it 
difficult to cut the grass. There are no toilet facilities and no water supply at the cemetery. The 
building at the cemetery is not in too bad a condition. Holme Low need to take the lead on it as 
the cemetery is within their parish. The demolition of the building was stopped but the tap was 
promised months ago. The building was originally used as a shelter. Funding could be obtained 
from Hellrigg Community Fund as a Holme Low project. John Graham had been supplying water to 
the cemetery for years. There were toilets in the building previously and therefore there should 
be a septic tank somewhere. There should be joint discussion between Silloth & Holme Low. Email 
to be sent to Allerdale regarding the provision of a standpipe which had previously been 
promised. Cllr. Markley will speak to the leader of the Council on the way forward and on whether 
a longer lease could be provided.  A lot of the paths were going to be resurfaced but were never 
done.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 
 
AJM 

269. Silloth Port Stakeholders Meeting 
Cllr. Wilkinson provided an update following the meeting held on 23 May at the Golf Hotel.  A 5-
year plan is being put in place. The dock gates are to be refurbished and harbour re-dredged.  
With regard to the new cement silos, it is a lot to do with costings as to whether it will be done or 
not.  Looking for further work and updating the health and safety.  There are no plans to close the 
docks in the present climate.  Meeting was well attended. 

 

270. Green Flag Judging 2019/20 
Dealt with earlier in the meeting see Min 252 (g). 

 

271. Christ Church 
The church diocese has approved the principle of the floodlighting the church steeple but there 
was concern that the lighting should not diminish the appreciation of the dark skies nor should it 
have a detrimental impact on the natural life of the area including birds, moths and bats. The DAC 
have suggested that the operation of the floodlighting should be restricted to the hours between 
dusk to late evening and at special times such as Christmas and New Year. Lighting to be arranged 
so that it focuses on the church rather than illuminating the night sky. It was suggested that two 
floodlights may be needed to achieve a satisfactory field of illumination. The provision of lighting 
has been investigated and various quotations obtained, for a single light and for two lights, 
however the best way to illustrate the lighting effect that could be achieved would be for the 
diocese to actually see a light in situ. Further email to be sent to the church.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEJ 

272. Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda 
Post Office – may not be employing local staff to do any sorting locally. More information is 
required – Cllr. A.J. Markley. 

 
AJM 
 



A brief explanation was given to members of the public present on why the Council had not co-
opted Karen Groucott on to the Council which was basically due to her husband, Peter Groucott, 
having taken up his seat at the last meeting and proceeding to take part in the voting for a 
Chairman and Deputy Chairman, before handing in a letter of resignation. The Town Council have 
followed all the proper procedures throughout. 
Mr James Graham, who was a candidate in the May Town Council election, stormed into the 
meeting late on and in an aggressive manner, was verbally abusive to members of the Council. 

 RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was 
advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and that were 
instructed to withdraw. 

 

273. Staffing Matters 
Cllr. Orchard provided an update on meetings with staff following the last Council meeting which 
was noted. 

 

274.  Amounts owing to the Town Council 
Nothing of any concern. 

 

 
 
Signed………………………………………....................…............          Date...................………..........……………………. 


